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Prasanta Chatterjee — 76 years. Retired from Indian army on 1978. Later worked at Indian postal
service. Retired on 2001. Passionate footballer. Played for Indian army team. Stays at Gopalnagar,
Kolaghat, East Midnapore, West Bengal, India.
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Manotosh Banerjee (Sept 1930- June 2014) was born in Dhaka, Bikrampur in undivided India (now
Bangladesh). He was professor and head of the department of English at Dinabandhu Andrews College in
.4 Kolkata, India where he taught for 40+ years. To generations of students whose lives he touched in many ways,
% he was their favorite "Sir" whose deep voice reciting Shelley and Keats was one of their most treasured
memories. He was an avid reader with wide-ranging interests, and wrote fiercely and passionately on many
topics. He was highly revered in the Kolkata community as a thinker and a leader. Some of his legacy, his
writings, he left for his beloved family. The current story is a snippet of that legacy he had left for his eldest granddaughter.
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“ Have more than thou showest
Speak less than thou knowest
Lend less than thou owest
Ride more than thou goest
Learn more than thou trowest
Set less than thou throwest.”
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“But I have lived,
And have not lived in vain.

My mind may lose its force, my blood its fire
And my frame perish even in conquering pain,
But there is that within me which shall tire
Torture and time, and breathe when I expire.”
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“Ten thousand daffodils
Saw I at a glance
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
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Beside the lake,
Beneath the trees
Fluttering and dancing in the breez...”
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“ And then my heart
With pleasure fills
And dances with the
daffodils....”
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A memory

We were chatting
and suddenly stopped short.

A beautiful girl stepped onto the terrace,
so beautiful,

too beautiful

for us to enjoy our vacation.

Basia shot her husband a panicky look.
Krystyna took Zbyszek's hand
reflexively.

I thought: I'll call you,

tell you, don't come just yet,

they 're predicting rain for days.

Only Agnieszka, a widow,
met the lovely girl with a smile.
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Drinking Wine

He looked, bestowing beauty,
and I took it for my own.
Happy, I swallowed a star.

I let him invent me

in the image of the reflection
in his eyes. I dance, I dance

in an abundance of sudden wings.

A table is a table, wine is wine
in a glass that is just a glass

and it stands standing on a table.
but I am a phantasm

a phantasm beyond belief
a phantasm to the core

I tell him what he wants to hear-about ants
dying of love

under a dandelion's constellation.

I swear that sprinkled with wine

a white rose will sing.

I laugh and tilt my head,
Carefully, as if I were testing
An invention. I dance, I dance

in astounded skin, in the embrace
that creates me.

Eve from a rib, Venus from sea-foam,
Minerva from the head of Jove
were much more real.

When he's not looking at me,

I search for my reflection

on the wall. All I see

a nail on which a painting hung.
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Under One Small star

My apologies to chance for calling it necessity.

My apologies to necessity in case I'm mistaken.

Don't be angry, happiness, that I take you for my own.
May the dead forgive me that their memory's but a flicker.

My apologies to time for the quantity of world overlooked per second.
My apologies to an old love for treating a new one as the first.
Forgive me, far-off wars, for carrying my flowers home.

Forgive me, open wounds, for pricking my finger.

My apologies for the minuet record, to those calling out from the abyss.

My apologies to those in train stations for sleeping soundly at five in the morning.
Pardon me, hounded hope, for laughing sometimes.

Pardon me, deserts, for not rushing in with a spoonful of water.

And you, O hawk, the same bird for years in the same cage,
staring, motionless, always at the same spot,

absolve me even if you happen to be stuffed.

My apologies to the tree felled for four table legs.

My apologies to large questions for small answers.
Truth, do not pay me too much attention.
Solemnity, be magnanimous toward me.

Bear with me, O mystery of being, for pulling threads from your veil.

Soul, don't blame me that I've got you so seldom.
My apologies to everything that I can't be everywhere.
My apologies to all for not knowing how to be every man and woman.

I know that as long as I live nothing can excuse me,

since | am my own obstacle.

Do not hold it against me, O speech, that I borrow weighty words,
and then labor to make them light.

(Translated from original polish by Stanislaw Baranczak and Clare Cavanagh)
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The Three Oddest Words

When I pronounce the word Future,

the first syllable already belongs to the past.
When I pronounce the word Silence,

I destroy it.

When I pronounce the word Nothing,

I make something no nonbeing can hold.

(Translated from original polish by
Stanislaw Baranczak and Clare Cavanagh)
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First Love

They say

the first love's most important.
That's very romantic,

but not my experience.

Something was and wasn't there between us,
something went on and went away.

My hands never tremble

when I stumble on silly keepsakes

and a sheaf of letters tied with string

not even ribbon.

Our only meeting after years:

two chairs chatting

at a chilly table.

Other loves
still breathe deep inside me.
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This one's too short of breath even to sigh.
Yet just exactly as it is,

it does what the others still can't manage:
unremembered,

not even seen in dreams,

it introduces me to death.

(Translated from original polish by Stanislaw
Baranczak and Clare Cavanagh)
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Possibilities

I prefer movies.

I prefer cats.

I prefer the oaks along the Warta.

I prefer Dickens to Dostoyevsky.

I prefer myself liking people

to myself loving mankind.

I prefer keeping a needle and thread on hand, just in case.
I prefer the color green.

I prefer not to maintain

that reason is to blame for everything.
I prefer exceptions.

I prefer to leave early.

I prefer talking to doctors about something else.

I prefer the old fine-lined illustrations.

I prefer the absurdity of writing poems

to the absurdity of not writing poems.

I prefer, where love's concerned, nonspecific anniversaries
that can be celebrated every day.

I prefer moralists

who promise me nothing.

I prefer cunning kindness to the over-trustful kind.
I prefer the earth in civvies.

I prefer conquered to conquering countries.

I prefer having some reservations.

I prefer the hell of chaos to the hell of order.

I prefer Grimms' fairy tales to the newspapers' front pages.
I prefer leaves without flowers to flowers without leaves.
I prefer dogs with uncropped tails.

I prefer light eyes, since mine are dark.

I prefer desk drawers.

I prefer many things that I haven't mentioned here

to many things I've also left unsaid.

I prefer zeroes on the loose

to those lined up behind a cipher.

I prefer the time of insects to the time of stars.

I prefer to knock on wood.

I prefer not to ask how much longer and when.

I prefer keeping in mind even the possibility

that existence has its own reason for being.

Translated by S. Baranczak & C. Cavanagh
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My Poetic Side Bio: https://mypoeticside.com/poets/wislawa-szymborska-poems

Nobel.org life sketch: https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1996/press-release/

Authorscalender Bio: http://authorscalendar.info/szymbor.htm

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wis%C5%82awa_Szymborska

Poetry foundation: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/wisaawa-szymborska

New York Times article after Wislawa's death: https://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/02/books/wislawa-

szymborska-nobel-winning-polish-poet-dies-at-88.html?searchResultPosition=1

New York Times Book Review: Map, Collected and Last Poem:s:
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/26/books/review/wislawa-szymborskas-map-collected-and-last-
poems.html?searchResultPosition=2

New York Times article after Nobel announcement in 1996:
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/10/04/arts/polish-poet-wins-nobel-prize.html?searchResultPosition=4
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