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Bir Herbers Sumuel, the Home
Secretary, speaking st the anzual
mecting of the Lapcashire, Cheahire,
ind Nerih Westarn Liberal Federa-
jon st Bouthport on Baturday,
sevealed that be, Lord Enswden, Bir
Josald Macisan, asd Bir Archibald
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liscumiong in tha Cabinet, i

FIVE SHOTS FIRED|
AT GOVERNOR
CALCUTTA OUTRAGE

SIR STANLEY JACKSON'S
NARROW ESCAPE

GIRL ASSAILANT ARRESTED
o —

A git] gradante of Caleutts Usi-
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range st Bir Gtanley Jackses,
Oovernor ol Beogal while ba waa
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Universily oo Seterdsy.
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“I fired on the governor impelled by love for my country, which is repressed. I sought only a way
to death by offering myself at my country’s feet and thus end my suffering. [ invite the attention of all
to the situation created by the measures of the government ... I can assure you I have no personal
feeling against the governor. As a man he is as good as my father, but as governor of Bengal he
represents a system which has kept enslaved 300,000,000 men and women of my country....”

TG, “..... 1s life worth living in an India so subjected to wrong, and continually groaning
under the tyranny of a foreign Government, or is it not better to make one's supreme protest against it
by offering one's life away? Would not the immolation of a daughter of India and of a son of England
awaken India to the sin of its acquiescence to its continued state of subjection and England to the
iniquities of'its proceedings?”’
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Through many chores we actively live a day, then seek comfort in the shadows of dimming lights of a
night sky. Routinely we cross this bridge to reach our sleep, waking up yet again to another day that a
tomorrow brings.

I’m ever optimistic, about the potential of promises that a tomorrow holds.

I believe that a new day will begin erasing discrimination, and will be based only on the solid foundation
ofrespect and kindness.

Hand in hand, walking across the bridge, embracing the twilight remnants of an evening sky, we will
reach home.

Tomorrow will be another day.

Happy Women’s Day, all.
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“I Rise I RiseI Rise”

Suparna Chatterjee

I was brought up to believe that being a girl is a blessing of wealth in a family, that in worshipping Ma
Durga the deity with ten hands overpowering evil, rightfully earns a woman respect. [ was taught to be loyal
to friends, make an honest attempt for living, refuse bribes and lies, contribute to the society willingly, remain
polite.

My commandments to follow was a long and tiring list.
Readers may well have guessed my age by now.

And I can also sense Gen X's enjoyment, the silent chuckle in relishing aged memory of those unused
rusting keys quietly held in our foggy brain as remnant of childhood values. They were keys to a Utopian
world that we wished to inherit. As descendants of Baby Boomers who fought for freedom and social change,
also known for their reckless valour, carelessness, we believed to have learnt our lessons and we were
destined to be better humans.

Yet as days of my lived life watches the Sun setting in the Western horizon, I suffer with others for the loss
of our fundamental belief, that the world continue to remain fragmented by narrow domestic walls, religious
prejudices and our heads remain bowed in fear.

Let me begin by sharing my own journey of being born in a country with a diverse culture, numerous
languages, and a society caught in the clasp of its traditional Indian values and a post-modern discourse of the
early seventies. Access to education was by exception only. [ was fortunate to have parents who extended this
as an opportunity, and [ took it by its horns.

At the time, expectations of the society impacted an individual's thoughts and beliefs, ensuring parents
guidance on the key behavioural pattern that is to be displayed by children and regarded as acceptable both
socially and culturally. Along with all the potential benefits of education, I also felt an urge to push
boundaries. And a direct outcome was, I excelled in public speaking, debating, ultimately gravitating towards
student politics. Likely, my parents did not see it coming, however, discovering my engagement with politics,
acertainty of bad was quickly determined for my unforeseeable future.

My behaviour was indicating non-alignment to societal expectations. I suspect, that as a remedial
measure, arranged marriage was imposed on me at an early age. [ was promptly shifted to Perth on a dripping
wetday in July 1992.

Migrating from my country, my home, my language, my culture, and a world of familiarity to a brand-
new place, my perspective suddenly changed. From a confident self-assuring woman, [ felt reduced,
powerless, vulnerable, and displaced.

Undoubtedly to survive, I progressed with an analysis of my strengths. Based on the successful
completion of under graduation and honours in English Literature, [ identified this as a responsive capital. On
the contrary, my weaknesses were far too many, predominant among these were:

e culturally valued passivity, a philosophical view of causality arising from the Hindu belief in the
laws of Karma.
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e show ofrespect for power, a century-old colonial vestige inherited through a genetic composition of
my ancestors.

e unable to make independent decisions, the outcome of helicopter parenting, endemic within Indian
parents.

e passion carried with a deep sense of guilt, a conviction that it is forbidden for female gender; and
e incapable to undertake household chores, from continued use of domestic help.

As is dominant in animal kingdom, survival instincts kicked in, and faced with a choice to sink or to
swim, [ learnt to swim and empower myself'in the process.

After exhausting my anger and frustration, the raging tempest calmed down, finding solace in things
happening for areason, I became more determined and wanted to equip myselfto deal with the new order.

Multicultural face of Australia at the time, was still in making and my heavily accented Indian English
mildly frustrated my audience.

An important development point for me was to identify and examine my pronunciation and to closely
observe others around me. I started watching available mid-day shows and television series. Very soon, All
Saints, The Gennie from Down Under, Healthy Wealthy and Wise, Huey's Cooking Adventures, Neighbours,
and Burke's Backyard, not only improved my speaking skills but got me hooked on to these ever-evolving
mega-series, feeding to the thirst to know 'what happens next.

Life itselfis a journey, and we deal with our fear and empower us in our own ways, as fear only limits us.
There is a range of suffering that we have faced, while some are significant others maybe small, yet we have
continued. There have been those moments of self-doubts and yet we moved, breaking down barriers,
removing speculation, suspicion, mistrust, and conspiracy, that often brews in the dark alley of our own mind.

There is a feeling of being left stunned, as we come across injustice, discrimination, and violence, but we
continue to emerge as a force to reckon with and we rise.

Let us rise, not as the deity to be seen with ten hands to be prayed but as the fearless Warrior Princess
Chitrangada, to be standing tall and as the trusted partner both in good times and bad, not expecting to be
protected rather to fight every war as an equal, walk in stride to meet life as it unfolds.

“IRise, I Rise, I Rise”.
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Jay Banerjee

Remembering Grandma

‘While working on this artwork I realized I really don’t know what my
grandma looked like. In a way that I could find her in a room but I couldn’t tell you
if she had a sharp or round nose or if her eyes were more close together or far apart.
Studying her face and drawing her really helped to solidify her face in my memory.
Which is really important to me because I do not want to forget her.’
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Palashree Roy, based in Sydney, is a passionate singer. She mostly sings songs of Tagore. Apart from being a
8 singer she also loves to scribble down her thoughts sometimes and give form to her imaginations. She is also

8 very interested in anything aesthetic and is very passionate in designing interiors. Palashree looks forward to
someday spreading the essence of Tagore’s thoughts and ideas across all global platforms through various
projects.
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Saswati Basu — Profession: University Teacher in Economics, lives in Sydney. I enjoy this beautiful life
- thoroughly. Particularly I enjoy listening to songs, reading books on sociology, short stories, and travelling
around. I love watching drama, good cinema and tennis. I also love to experiment with new cooking recipes
| and share them with our friends. Believe in donating money to voluntary organisations for the people in need.
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Jay Banerjee is a vibrant and emerging young talent of visual and literary arts, based in Ann Arbor, Michigan, US. With a
natural inclination towards the expressive, they have found a voice through the malleable mediums of clay and ceramics, as
well as the nuanced strokes of pencil sketching. Jay was encouraged to explore artistic pursuits from a young age. Jay’s
journey into the arts began in the classroom, but it quickly transcended those walls as they sought to learn through
experience, observation, and experimentation. Jay is formally trained in clay and ceramics possesses an innate ability to
capture emotion and narrative through their work. The shading and line work in pencil sketching allow for a precision and
detail that contrasts beautifully with the organic nature of their ceramic creations. Parallel to their visual artistry, Jay has the
power of words to express themselves through poetry. They write with a sensitivity and depth that resonate with audiences
and reflect their observations of life.
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