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Australia is a country and continent sur-
rounded by the Indian and Pacific oceans.
Australia's landmass of 7,617,930 square
kilometres is on the Indo-Australian Plate. |
Its major cities — Sydney, Brisbane, Mel-
bourne, Perth, Adelaide — are coastal. Its |
capital, Canberra, is inland. The country is |
known for its Sydney Opera House, the
Great Barrier Reef the world's largest coral
reef, a vast interior desert wilderness called
the Outback, and unique animal species
like kangaroos and duck - billed platypuses.
Australia has a Population about 24.13

million (2016).
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Balarka Banerjee Inside Front Cover

Balarka Banerjee is a Molecular Biologist by
profession and an executive in a Biotech company.
Besides science his other passions are Drama —
writing, acting, directing — Poetry and Art. He likes
good cinema and music. He is a foodie and a good cook.
No wonder he enjoys writing about his experiences and

interests.

Rina Sen Title Page

Rina Sen, born and brought up in Deolali, Maharashtra.
Lived in Tea gardens in North Bengal, Assam and
Kerala. At present, she lives in Kolkata. She love to
cook and to keep a good house. Indoor plants is her
passion. Currently an Educational Consultant. Rina
enjoys teaching children of different age groups, online
as well as athome. Rina plays golfin her spare time.

Back Cover

Saumen is an avid outdoor enthusiast and enjoys hiking,
trekking, and photography. He also takes part in
recitation, drama, mind science. Saumen is an
entrepreneur in the field of investment research and
portfolio management. He lives in Chicago.
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not responsible for the contents of the articles in this issue. The opinions expressed in these articles
are solely those of the contributors and are not representative of the Batayan Committee.
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Rachel Carson @9 1R #AfG — “If you write what you yourself sincerely think and feel are
interested in, you will interest other people.”
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“One morning, while she read the newspaper aloud to him, the old imam, who clearly hadn’t
been listening, asked-affecting a casual air-Is it true that even Hindus among you are buried, not
cremated?

Sensing trouble, she prevaricated. “True? [s what true? What is Truth?”

Unwilling to be deflected from his line of inquiry, the imam muttered a mechanical response.
“Such Khuda hai. Khuda hi Sach hai” .... The sort of wisdom that was available on the backs of the
painted trucks that roared down the highways. Then he narrowed his blindgreen eyes and asked in a
slygreen whisper: “Tell me, you people, when you die, where do they bury you? Who bathes your
bodies? Who says the prayers?”

Having wounded each other, thus, deeply, almost mortally, the two sat quietly side by side on
someone’s sunny grave, haemorrhaging. Eventually, it was Anjum who broke the silence.

“You tell me”, she said. “You’re the Imam Sahib, not me. Where do the old birds go to
die?”?
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R | The ministry of utmost happiness; Arundhatee Roy; Hamish Hamilton-an imprint of
Penguin Books; First Published 2017.
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93 FIFRAF TS BT (TR TG *1=7 RIS, FINE, THATATH S0 ([T war is peace and peace is
war.

FIRAIG ST G- AP SFSI AR (=0T (@ AR (ARIRACE | (T 1T el (iad=f&t
¢, “Do you know, why God made Hijraas? .... He decided to create something, a living creature
that is incapable of happiness. so he made us.” T ST 0T, ALK MR 982 T @iz @2
(A TSGR AT G, IHIFHITE FER SHCHHE, FIR 5T 519G, ST ({193 =eei, =1 v,
e Yo — @93 (O ST T @R ACK | But for us the price-rise, and school admissions, and

beating husbands and cheating wives are all inside us. The war is inside us. Indo-pak is inside us. It
will never settle. It will never settle down.
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This is his mazar, Anjum said.

May be it's the whole world’s mazar, Tilo thought, but didn’t say. May be the mannequin-
shoppers are ghosts trying to buy what no longer exists.

Iknow a hindu prayer ! Zainab said suddenly .... And then, sitting at a table in a fast—

food restaurant, as a missive of love to her late as well as future father-in-law, Zainab recited ....
Om bhur bhuvah svaha

Tat savitir varenyam

Bhargo devasya dhimahi

Dhiyo yo nah prachodayat”
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{o, [T | “The headless statue remained at the entrance of the village. Though it no longer bore any

likeness to the man it was supposed to commemorate, it turned out to be a more truthful emblem of
the times than it would otherwise have been......In some countries, some soldiers die twice.”
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TG #1123 — “JI1, g ¢ 1™ Tell me a story and can we cut the crap about the witch and the jungle?
There wasn’ta witch, and she didn’t live in the jungle.
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world in case the heavens fell’.
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SPHS IR GANIC ACACE, TSTASHIR (TG (1B — O JCAF JRI*RTT ST @f#T1%l — Mostly they
were pure gibberish. Somehow the idea of dictating things, Tilo said, seemed to make her mother
feel that she was still the captain of the ship, still in charge of something, and what calmed her down
considerably.’

J@C= The Reader’s Digest Book of English Grammar and Comprehension for Very Young
Children by S. Tilottamaa — JTS TS &THRA e w975, o7 g s vl afG -

vis Swrzads

> | khaadijaa says ... In kashmir when we wake up and say ‘Good Morning’ what we really
mean is ‘Good Mourning’

R | Nothing — I would like to write one of these sophisticated stories in which even though

nothing much happens there’s lot to write about. That can’t be done in kashmir. It’s not sophisticated,
what happens here. There’s too much blood for good literature.
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Q1. Why is it not sophisticated?

Q2. What s the acceptable amount of blood for good literature?
ACACR ST AT e —

A star melts, like salt, in the barrel

And the freezing water is blacker,

Death cleaner, misfortune saltier,

And the earth more truthful, more awful.

qoIt3E I ferere 27 ey feri=t -

‘How to tell a shattered story?

By slowly becoming everybody.

No

By slowly becoming everything.’
(TS0 QI o120 (91781 O 6 (AT o3 Aot ?
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AT O

In what language does rain fall over tormented cities? - Pablo Neruda
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