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Priya Chakraborty, Sydney Front Cover & Back Cover

: ‘:9;?: Priya Chakraborty — “Some people never go crazy.
3 What truly horrible lives they must lead.” — An ardent
Bukowski fan and a self claimed “bheto-bangali”,
_m Chakraborty was born and brought up in Chandannagar,

and had always been a art enthusiast, taking up a
specific interest in painting and writing. Also, a trained classical
dancer, she continues to restore the Bengali in her in bits and pieces,
through all things creative and Bengali.

Abhishek Roy, Chicago Front Inside Cover

Abhishek Roy is an avid art enthusiast who has interest
in different forms of visual and performing arts. A
diploma in fine arts, Abhishek is an ameteur theater
actor, photographer, founder member and presenter of a
community radio/podcast platform in Chicago, a
musician and a film aficionado.

Soma Ghosh (Chakraborty), Manchester
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are solely those of the contributors and are not representative of the Batayan Committee.
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“No country can ever truly flourish if it stifles the potential of its women and
deprives itself of the contributions of half of its citizens.”

— Michelle Obama
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Feminism isn’t about making women strong.
Women are already strong. It’s about changing
the way the world perceives that strength.

— G. D. Anderson
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Your heart is fine

Your heart is fine feeling the widest
possible empathy for the day and its inhabitants

Thanks for looking at the wind
in the top of the eucalyptus
dancing like someone you know
well 'I'm here I'm here I'm here!"

The wind picks up
a rush of leaves waving

wildly for your understanding
apple, plum, bamboo

rooted and flourishing

next to your home

in the air awake

without defect
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Influences in Poetry

Dream:

In a room getting ready for a party

with Dotty,

Ducan MacNaughton comes in and says
'Stephen Rodefer is on his way here to kill you!
You'd better hide.'

We run to the bathroom

and lock the door.

Come to think of it

Duncan looks pretty strange himself.
"There's only room for one

at the top of the steeple’'

- Robert Frost
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You know when you write

You know when you write poetry you find

the architecture of your lineage your teachers

like Robert Duncan for me gave me some glue for the heart
Beats which gave confidence

and competition

to the Images of Perfection

... or as dinner approaches I become hasty
do I mean PERFECTION?
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My mother

Picked me from a Siennese fresco
I was riding a white horse
and wearing a red-scarlet gown
Placed on my head was a small black crown
and my yellow hair was falling down

I had several attendants
My face was serene
A young beggarman attired in blue
held my reins for an instant
the street was cobbled
nearby was a green vine
I live here now
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Night Palace

"The best thing about the past e GINEE! @ TE7

is that it’s over’

when you die. [T SR AR G168 0 |
you wake up Jel, (ST TIg B O
from the dream J97] (STe FACTH
that’s your life. a3 217 Teae (o
Then you grow up L‘]Q. O, SIS w
and get to be post human (AR S 93 ToiCs, T
in a past that keeps happening gl ?jTﬁ'CQ,
ahead of you 6 HlEIlR
G,
COIIE AN |
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1. Lenore Kandel Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lenore Kandel

2.  PoemsandProse Lenore Kandel: Article on The Fiend website: https://thefiendjournal.wordpress.com/
2014/02/17/lenore-kandel-poems-and-prose-6/

3. Lenore reading her poem at a Joy band concert in 1976 - Winterland - San Francisco, CA:
https://youtu.be/Qx7j9SKhta8

Lenore Kandel Essay on alchetron website: https://alchetron.com/Lenore-Kandel

Joanne Kyger Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanne Kyger

Joanne Kyger Poetry foundation: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/joanne-kyger

Joanne Kyger Poets.org: https://poets.org/poet/joanne-kyger

Women of The Beat Generation: MJF Books, New York, 1996; Editor: Brenda Knight
The portable beat Reader: Penguin Books, 1992; Editor: Ann Charters

10. The Beat Book: Writings from the Beat generation, 2007; Editor: Ann Waldman

11. Collected Poems of Lenore Kandel, North Atlantic Books, 2012
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Well-behaved women rarely make history.

— Eleanor Roosevelt
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Bimala no longer considers herself only the deities of household fire but the “shakti of
motherhood” and the “Shakti of the womanhood” incarnate. Subsequently, becoming the
centre of the movement as “Queen Bee”.
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Chitrangada is a conflicted soul trapped at the juncture of feminist, feminism, and female. The
dichotomy leads her to rediscover her real self through a journey of wishful desire and in the
end, she evolves as...
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The fact that Charu finally comes into her own, through her writings and found a companion
who admired her for her wit and not her looks was a feminist realisation of women’s greatest
desires —to be seen, to be heard for who they are, not for the outward appearance.
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In this text of Tagore’s, we find a great example of sisterhood and celebratory female
friendship.
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Binodini is the story of fallen women. She refuses to fit into the role of a lonely widow,
unwilling to forgo her desires. A woman’s sexuality is her own to do with as she wants and
being absolutely unapologetic about it. Well —that’s Tagore’s Binodini for you.
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In her search for her true self, Prakriti transcends from darkness of social degradation into the
light of signifying her own self as women. By offering water to the thirsty monk, it is as if
Prakriti has satisfied her own thirst of self-respect, of being acknowledged — for who she is,
beyond her class and caste.
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The odd friendship between little Mini and Kabuliwalah lasted the test of time — beyond
borders and age difference. Abdul and Mini were both personification of innocence and purity
but misfortune does not discriminate between innocent and evil. But what we readers get in the
end is an immortal tale of friendship.
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It is this quality, that elevates Labanya from the pit of predictability to the feisty woman who
commands her own narrative.
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The most important thing one woman can
do for another is expand her sense of
actual possibilities.

— Adrienne Rich
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Ananda Sen — Ananda is a Professor of Biostatistics at University of Michigan. Ananda also passionately pursues the
hobby of acting whenever he can. When feeling stressed, he takes recourse to the Abhro keyboard on his desktop and
types up Bengali poems. He is a regular contributor to Batayan. Ananda lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan with his wife and

two kids.
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Pritha Banerjee —is a dancer, poet and writer. She lives in Sydney, Australia.

Priya Chakraborty — “Some people never go crazy. What truly horrible lives they must lead.” — An ardent Bukowski
fan and a self claimed “bheto-bangali”, Chakraborty was born and brought up in Chandannagar, and had always been a
art enthusiast, taking up a specific interest in painting and writing. Also, a trained classical dancer, she continues to
restore the Bengali in her in bits and pieces, through all things creative and Bengali.
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Saswati Basu — Profession: University Teacher in Economics, lives in Sydney. I enjoy this beautiful life thoroughly.
Particularly I enjoy listening to songs, reading books on sociology, short stories, and travelling around. I love watching
drama, good cinema and tennis. I also love to experiment with new cooking recipes and share them with our friends.
Believe in donating money to voluntary organisations for the people in need.
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Sudipta Bhowmik — He lives in USA. He is an engineer by profession but his passion is drama. His plays have been
staged in different cities of US and India. His plays have been translated in Hindi, Marathi and English. He is a member
of Dramatist Guild of America and founder of his own theater group in New Jersey called ECTA (Ethnomedia Center Of
Theater Arts).
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Shuvra Das is a Professor of Mechanical Engineering and lives in the greater Detroit area. He graduated from IIT
Kharagpur in India and finished his PhD from Iowa State University. Photography, painting, writing, theater, and travel
are some of his passions. Lately, he hasbeen spending a lot of time in political activism.
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Urmi Chakraborty presently lives in Sydney. She has a great passion for travelling and love to explore new places, avid
reader of english novels. She wrote numerous hindi poems and english articles in facebook and different blogs. She is
extremely happy to share her creation with Batayan's readers.
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