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Jowrneys With Batayan

We hope you enjoy the mix of new and previously published pieces in this Batayan anthology.

Travel far and wide within these pages from the mossy Oregon woods of Dry Creek Falls to snowy Sikkim
pass in the Himalayas. You can almost taste the cardamom of Calcutta Cuisine and catch glimpses of the elegant
art of Dokra and The Street Venders.

Look deeper into the changes of everyday life and the love of family, friends and pets in Ashray, A House
Time Teller, Christmas and Sassy s Magic. Writing crystallizes and preserves the memories and caring that
sustain us.

Explore what makes a writer timeless in the translation of Rilke’s The Idiot s Song and 400 Years of William
Shakespeare.

Batayan has opened many windows in my life and mind and introduced me to insightful people and
beautiful places I could not visit otherwise. Thank you to all our writers and readers for sharing these stories. I
look forward to many more journeys with Batayan.

Jill Charles
Editor, English Section
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Jill Charles
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Ashray, A House Time Teller........
Indrani Mondal
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Dust If You Must
Kathy Powers

Sassy's Magic
Malina Damjanovic

A day in the life of America's Prime
Bianca Chatterjee
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The Wind Pipe
Abhijit Mukherjee
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The Street Venders
Indrani Mondal

My Spoon

Tinamaria Penn
Christmas, 2015
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Calcutta Cuisine
Balarka Banerjee
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Amazing Art of Dokra
Bishakha Dutta

Sikkim

Shravani Datta

Oregon Travel Experience
Saumen Chattopadhyay
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“At a late festival at ugru-dweepa two unnatural
mothers cast their children into the river, but the
fathers more human, look them out again and paid
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Ugra-deepa the temple of Gopinath has different
houses attach to it; One for cooking; another for
utensils used in worship; another is a store house
for the offerings and two others are open rooms
for the accommodation of visitors and devotees"

(page no 123) | @RIZ IX EIAWIERE Ft AT
CRI O bl QRS | STT AN @I QA
e T I @ T AT CRE S
g grife v FEfee™ | FweY e @3
e b foraw sTRe T2ife cieR | 2w 2Rk
S YFMEm el [y teE haw
SO | G NN (@I SAE @B
HHPTE TS S 58 A b G 3006 Il
@ a1 FETol @F AR PEfEe |
|2 oA Fa AT ) S 1 O ) K 3 2 5
Tgefem 2R Sied I7 M SERRER SRR
93 Sfa | 2R &Jibe efemim e | 2Rkt
@l AR SR A (MR [eegae
SR | AR A AT WEE AR |
ORI gRR GIbE AT | RIS «fb]
AT e | ofRPieR IMEeY  J
FHIANCH FRAREE  AVEE WO IR ¢
FIRHIIE | AR AR dFoF @36 WA |
@52 = 2T SAMCRI SERS AT | S
faoet MAWD AoNvd | 2[R S ZERA Sb 8-
¢ NI W& | ORI TP J&io* oo
D'Oylys 2R 2/ IUR G- e g )

e S0 Aiw | wRG HARDRO 2w
foCfR(e : "Aghadeep was then in the Burdwan
district on the west bank of the river with large
fair" - Aug 1820 | AT A& FHOY AL
AV QT TS 0 JEE BT S TS |
@IRE T EIANIY FE ST SRMEmE S
@ qo fforfael fos1 | @G T 9 Sfe=
T o s el foet Sfd QT A |
T FWOCYT OO I AN 29 PR
TEFIOR TS G IR (R | G GF W&
Mo | T SR @F GE AW
SRR [@RIEE IR SeReR WE @EEe
G v FRe A (R oM 2EfREE |
Gl - -

e TP AT AR AL |
v SR @ W W@ 9 |

e T G ol KA A e | @
TR €0 FIOT LT | sqvy Jl W RS
Trifite oR® = | vaav J A @6
AR oTofT (@ HIEE Am Ted ®E TG
Gerens FoiEie ¢ T | [FE afszfe
TGN PR S AT TR S AQETa SRl
el GIffvEl 2foPR Treew  waai|
IR G (ST T ZFel B N ST
ORISR (SRS S 3a¢ I | &3 5% 7 327
9 RS oY, W Gre e R

A
4

!




@A AN | ORISR AeRea e 2etw
S GF o | AR Jrad [Rem TR wie
#iffeT® 2R TR ASMTCS | C1] Toece
SR T [T FHRaRel @ 2R
AR T, R TR @<
SRR EIARNEIT | R TR 3
*fGroq Rt | @2 fest @iy | (poy e
T TANRESE | (RIS TR TR
B A RIS *TRPIVCE S (=I5 St o7rel
SR FERE AR T | K
AT W @R oy e qf$w aAfevrer
o™ o em | G ol Reget e @ fow
IS X T W SJerere 2 A | A 42 O
TE @ A @Ay Fomw ¢ TS
IR AR T | G G TEE ored
TR | ToAR @2 S IS crermE

ATANCS G SIFTAEE M GRCRIE ST
IE TGP (RE TEREs w0 FF
TR e Sy [aRefs q@ey s{mm
TR mE aEs S@EriE e
CTEREIER @ (eTl = | Tl [/FB e
FAW CIERES . . . . EIAY SF @@ 5/
@CS B | (IR T SRS DY T
IR TS 114 BIFl 4 FAMREW | TG ST
Q@ B BT W @Y Fe @ A | RN
G TSRISIES. U@ | J&l ey e
IOV Ta @ AOEE 2fe FeHE @ Fe
ATE AEE FEE | G AR I E A
FHEOUE CIANI @R 0o 2@ | T9gw G|
@b @Y B e | SIfS @i @ & 3
(S W @6 EAIRERS A [ s
T @I FE e | @R FEW - @D
SR Ci6 WA S T | FWeY AT
T WA | A RS wEeE - ee oy
@2 | G SN F0 SifRE e @b
ST | AT ORISR o9 @ vk 39 =
Sffermet ENFmINE SR TS TR | 053
AER odl @ G AAfeerm oFfe o
AP NPT (9 ACEREH - “There is no

records of which idol was taken back, we assume
Nabakrishna was clever enough to have retained
the original".

iers AEIGre EIAAERE 7o) 7 Rl
0 BETE | NIRRT RS Tl wifere =7
G BF @ SRS | G Ses SR
AR O IR SR 27 | 2Piers - Arel
TR JPF 7R SR T AE ¢ (el
Refers zafes 72 MR WO | TGP
G CEfeew eifve Raz | w=
Gl |

T NN SAPT-eT ez I I 4 |
CCIIA T RIS FHB7Y AP ST AR JACD
ofgT WP I8 FERER 99 JRRER




SRRl G TR e @21 AT ¢
o TR A | WSS FGT @F @AY @2
FER FAEMC @ I el waEe s,
@ FOM LRI T @ TE |11

)

3)

o2 W1 3

Svvo Al O (TH A WP (Tl T A
P Sl il weie sffersE wie St
i wfie W@ | saas A GO
@ TS AR TRE GF2 | Sbroy
q @7 Wb TR 215 AT (RS
Wby F @ T MR AT TTOIE |
SR =Sl I #ied 7S FIGEE FfoR
RS RREEY SEHRIET 99 SRR
CFE ] FEREH ©I7 OF SRE 1
SIS | GEE THDEE BT SR
Wifees, 6 by BT AYE el
SR W (AR | SV *TeEd
2R Ao oI TRIETEe welEr
el e TERS |

AR AFACEAT TG ST 20T |
FIEER Sro8 A B fmfE o=
oo TEfee, Qi e RFSW 4ol

ABT TS AP | (o7 TR0, TRerw
ST AR G W (@, @S GFR
A | G oA QR S T SR

G e [bd o 1 @ (R
vhfRdme foT, M @l @l -
THEDIE o0 € FRFEA | IEAT AW
RmRma 9 w1 @3 @& |

TG AR SR IS TG TAF
SR 2bfeTS G Grerepfoe el fczs
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temple (Agrodweep Gopinath Temple) at a
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God, and from these circumstance the fame of
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History, Literature and Religion of the
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400 Years of William Shakespeare
Jill Charles

What makes William ShaRespeare the most
widely read, translated and published English writer
for 400 years? His 37 plays and poems have been
translated into 80 languages and remain in print
centuries after his death. Why is Shakespeare's writing
sowell loved, far beyond the time and place he lived in?

William Shakespeare was born on April 23, 1564
in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. His birthdate is
estimated from a church record of his baptism on April
26, sixteenth century infants were traditionally
baptized three days after birth. Shakespeare's father
was a glovemaRer and he attended the King Edward
VI grammar school, learning Latin and Greek as well
as basic writing, reading and arithmetic.

At age 18, William married Anne Hathaway, a
woman eight years his senior. They would have three
children, a daughter named Susannain 1583 and twins
Judith and Hamnet in 1585. ShaRespeare left
Stratford for London in 1585, motivated to start a
theater company in the capital city. Shakespeare would
spend much of his adult life away from his family.

In Londonin 1594, Shakespeare founded the Lord
Chamberlain's Men acting company and began to
produce his plays such as “Romeo and Juliet” and “A
Midsummer Night's Dream.” His plays offered
dramatic swordfights, tender love scenes, witty
wordplay and social commentary to appeal to men and
women of all classes, from groundlings who paid a few
coins to stand in_front of the stage to nobility in box
seats, to Queen Elizabeth I who attended a
performance of “Twelfth Night”in 1601.

Shakespeare's appeal to a diverse audience, from
his time to ours, comes from his empathetic, insightful
depiction of every Rind of character from from young
lovers to Kings to Rillers. In “Twelfth Night,” a young
woman named Viola escapes a shipwreck and disguises
herself as a man for safety in a strange land. Viola
finds herself in a love triangle between Duke Orsino (a

man she favors) and Lady Olivia (who mistakes Viola
for a young man and falls in love with her.) In many
other Shakespeare plays, women dress as men for
protection when running away from home (Rosalind in
“As You Like It”) or for freedoms only men had (Portia
in “Merchant of Venice” disquises herself as a male

lawyer to defend her beloved Antonio.)
Why did ShaRespeare depict women in male

disguises? Was this just a convenience _for his actors?
In ShaRespeare's time acting was considered immodest
for women and all the female roles in the theater were
played by young, beardless teenage boys. Having a
character [ike Viola or Portia wear men's clothes
simplified the actors' costumes, but ShaRespeare's
dialogue shows deeper reasons for the gender mystery
in his plays. In a time when daughters were owned by
their fathers and wives were their husbands' property,
Shakespeare boldly raised questions about what would
women could do, and be, if allowed to act freely and
speak for themselves. In her male guise, Viola argues
with Duke Orsino that although “We men may say
more, swear more...Too well what love women to men
may owe. In faith, they are as true of heart as we.” No
wonder Queen Elizabeth I, risking her throne and
sometimes her life as a female monarch, enjoyed

watching “Twelfth Night.”

At a time when England struggled with religious
conflicts between the new Anglican church of England
and the Catholic church of Rome and began exploring
new lands in the Caribbean, Africa and the Americas,
Shakespeare raised new questions about race, culture
and identity. In “Othello” African Othello and Italian
Desdemona marry and live happily despite their
different origins, until a false rumor attacks their love.
Many critics have tried to ban ShaRespeare's play “The
Merchant of Venice” for anti-Semitism in its depiction
of the Jewish villain Shylock, who demands a literal

pound of flesh from his creditor Antonio. When
reading the play it becomes clear that Shylocks longing

9



for revenge came from years of being spat on and
cursed daily in the marRetplace by Antonio and other
Christians. Shylock also loses his daughter Jessica who
steals his life savings, abandons her family and faith to
marry a Christian man. Shylock,does not choose evil
because of greed or ambition [ike Macbeth or Brutus in
“Iulius Caesar”, he becomes cruel because he has never
been treated justly. “The Merchant of Venice” deserves
to be read if only for one of the strongest
condemnations of prejudice in literature when Shylock,
asks the audience “Hath not a Jew hands, organs,

dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with the
same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the
same diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and
cooled by the same winter and summer, as a Christian
is? If you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do
we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die? And if
you wrong us, shall we not revenge?” At a time when
anti-Semitic violence was the norm and slavery and
colonialism were spreading in the Caribbean and the
Americas, Shakespeare demanded that his audience see
the humanity of every person, no matter what their
religion, race or country of origin.  In our own time
with wars still raging over religion and racism and
sexism still producing crimes from job discrimination to
murder, we must all ask ourselves the questions
Shakespeare asked about what humanity means and
what rights belong to all people.

Starting in the 1800s some critics began to
question whether William ShaRespeare of Stratford, a
commoner with a grammar school education, could
have written plays with the lyricism of “Hamlet” and
the politicalinsight of “Julius Caesar.” They pointed to
different spellings of ShaRespeare's signatures on his
plays but especially to an intellectual sophistication
that they believed belonged only to the upper classes, to
possible playwrights such as Christopher Marlowe,
William Stanley the Earl of Derby, Edward de Vere
the Earl of Oxford or even Sir Francis Bacon or Queen
Elizabeth 1. Not surprisingly these “anti-

Stratfordians” who doubt Shakespeare's authorship
have been mainly upper class themselves.

I question this low estimation of the minds of
working class actors and theater workers. William
Shakespeare was common by birth but exceptional in
talent, insight and life experience. ~The saddest,
starRest lines in “Hamlet” when the Danish prince
contemplates death “to die, to sleep, perchance to
dreams, but in that sleep of death what dreams may
come?” were written in 1596 the year ShaRespeare's
own son Hamnet died, far away from his father in
London. No one in Shakespeare's lifetime questioned
his authorship of his plays.

ShaRespeare eventually returned to Stratford, not
rich or powerful, making a living by farming, not the
theater, in his old age. He died in 1616 leaving simple
items [ike his home's “second-best bed” to his wife Anne
Hathaway and surviving daughters Susannah and
Judith and putting a curse on anyone who might have
dared to move his bones from under his tombstone in
the Stratford churchyard. Had he lived safely in a
castle surrounded by wealth in a fortunate family,
William Shakespeare could never have written about
struggling characters like Hamlet, Viola, Othello and
even Shylock so empathetically.

It is not only Shakespeare's clever invention of
phrases likRe “All's well that ends well” and “break the
ice” that Reeps his memory alive. It is his care about the
human condition, his critical examination of gender,
race, class and human rights that maRes his plays
meaningful from the 1500s to today, in countries far
beyond the England he Rnew. Shakespeare speaks to
the human condition, not only in his day, but in any
time and place where people struggle to be free, to
provide for their families, to live free of persecution or
to simply marry those they love. The best lesson I
learned from ShaRespeare was to see beyond my own
point of view, to empathize and seek insight and listen
to others, long after the curtains closed and the plays
ended.
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Ashray, A House Time Teller........

Indrani Mondal

A funny thing has happened. The grandfather
clock on my first floor landing doesn't chime like Big
Ben anymore. It fact it doesn't chime at all. Or even
tick. It is really quiet now. My doorbell doesn't ring
either. The phone does ring sometimes but usually
goes to voice mail. There are no footsteps on my
stairs, patter of youngsters or slow, studied, mature
footfalls. No laughter echoes, no voices sound, either
in raised octaves or mellow, deep tones. I can't tell
why. Ormaybe [ can?

I don't see the early bird janitor or garbage bearer
with the long broom whisking dust swiftly and deftly
from my front door and round my side passageways.
No one sweeps or mops around my rooms. No one
cleans the endless rows of lovely curios on the carved
wooden corner stands or in the long etched glass
showcases mounted on the walls. [ have heard my lady
say they were souvenirs picked up appreciatively as
works of real beauty and excellent craftsmanship
during her various travels with her husband, my
master and landlord. Or maybe they were gifted to her
by her own dad, a renowned engineer, from his
extensive world tours. My lady and her husband, my
lord and master, must have been people of good taste
and sharp wit. [ have heard them over the years
talking, arguing, discussing, reminiscing, pondering,
fretting but strangely, never saying goodbye to me.

They usually talked about their only child who I
remember pacing up and down in her pink bedroom on
my first floor before she left me for good. They said
she had moved away to a faraway land not as warm and
vibrant as this. [remember this little girl as a sprightly
teenager, talented speaker, vibrant writer and brilliant
student, as legions of her friends would meet in the hall
on my third floor for rehearsals and parties. I
remember peeking in on fleeting romantic moments in
half curtained alcoves or my moon shadowed balcony
corners. She was a strange one not conventionally
pretty but with a fire of eye, charm of smile and wit of
words that was hard to resist. Indeed she drew
admirers to her like fireflies to the flame. As their
numbers grew, my lord and lady decided it was time
for their flying little birdie to build a nest and settle

down. I heard them explain to her that they had
arranged a Prajapatibandhan for her. Oh how the
unfettered spirit fluttered and implored her parents to
give her more time. I also observed the wild one's
resistance wilt as her parents convinced her they had
found a perfect match for her.

Soon there was a wondrous celebration all around
me. Decorative colored cloth, was hoisted on tall
bamboo posts to make a quaint music room for players
of a fancy flute, they called sehnai. Long plaintive
music echoed in the air for three long days and two
nights. I heard from the teeming guests that my lord
and lady had arranged their exotic only child's
marriage to a rich man's son in another city. Everyone
raved about the splendor of the event and the gorgeous
new bride and groom. [ must admit although I'm all
bricks, cement and stone, that my lord and lady's little
one was transformed that night from a jean clad
college graduate to a fairy tale princess in her wedding
finery. Her luminous eyes held I know not what
human emotions, love or fear?

After their daughter's marriage the parents missed
her so but consoled themselves that she was happy in
her new home. As was the pre- marriage agreement
their daughter started returning to me, this parental
home every few months for completing her studies.
During those visits I saw that she had changed as she
pined quietly for her new mate and at the same time
struggled late into the night to reach her academic
goal. Butstrange are the ways of men! Her groom and
his family misunderstood her frequent absences as
dissatisfaction of her new in-law family and grew
suspicious of her academic pursuits thinking of them
as cover-ups for extramarital alliances. What an
irony! The sparkle and charisma that had drawn so
many admirers to the dear girl, only served in flinging
her own true mate far away from her! On her monthly
visits I used to hear her pleading with her new love
long into the night on the phone or saw her pouring her
eyes and heart out on paper, penning long letters, while
working on her doctoral dissertation. And then one
day she returned to my door with a large suitcase and a
heavy book bag and shut herself up in her pink room.
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I'm sure my room was the same as it was when she was
a child, but was it able to bring her childhood
innocence and security back to her?

The parents, I could see and hear, didn't approve
of their new son-in-law's unnecessary suspicions and
his insistence on their daughter to stop her PhD
studies. ~ But at the same time they couldn't
wholeheartedly agree with their daughter's drastic
decision to leave her new home either. It was a fretful,
unhappy time and I hope I was able to give the parents
and especially their daughter, the refuge and shelter
that [ have always tried to provide. [ heard the little
dear tell her parents in a tremulous voice that if he
cared enough he would surely come ring my door bell
and get her back home. I do admire her strength and
courage though, as she decided to continue her studies
and academic dreams while she waited. I've heard her
so many times sing on her piano or sit late into the
night on the third floor terrace, trying to convince her
lonely self that if someone believed in her, trusted her
and above all loved her, that someone would surely
respect her dreams and return to make her his own.
She wrote poems, read them at crowded recital halls
and sang her life away. She poured over her books,
spent hours at her university library, much to the
distress of her already distressed parents, presented
numerous research papers and received academic
accolades.

I saw her run to my front door at every bell, wait
by the phone for days but no one called, no one came.
Finally one rainy day, a little more than a year after the
huge wedding celebration, my master and his daughter
went somewhere with serious, sad faces. They came
back looking even more serious and sad. The daughter
went into her pink room holding a signed and sealed
court paper of divorce. She opened the last shelf of the
bookcase and stuffed her wedding album and the
marriage annulment papers all the way in the back.

The bookcases stands shut and secretive even
now. I can't remember my lord and lady ever pulling
out favorite editions of poetry or novels from that book
case as they used to do before. The joyful family that
had lived within my walls somehow seemed to wither.
My landlord, I noticed suddenly one day, had
developed a stoop. My lady started staring blankly at
her fine boned face in the dresser mirror probably
wondering why the wrinkles wouldn't stop chiseling
her face even more. The daughter stayed away from
home as much of the day as she could pursuing her
academics with feverish intensity.

A few months later I found that the daughter was
making frequent trips to the front letter box to check
every mail delivery. Was she waiting for someone to
write to her? Maybe she was! About an year later a
young man in jeans and shirt showed up at my front
door. I saw through the summer breeze-stirred window
curtains of my living room, a man with upright
shoulders and strong moves. I heard his direct
comments and merry laugh as he chatted easily with
my lady and lord. Did the daughter peek in sometimes
with a shy smile and a cup of tea for the new guest? ['ve
heard there is a saying among humans, “He came, he
saw, he conquered!” I found out later that he was the
man our daughter was exchanging letters with for he
lived in a faraway land where she also wanted to go for
further studies.

I knew from the conversations of the daughter
with her parents that this earnest young man was
visiting her at the university every day, waiting for her
to be done with her teaching assignments, before
taking her out to the Book Café for a bite and a quick
coffee. Maybe this was what humans call a courtship.
For this purposeful young man visited for a week and
on the day he left, my lady's daughter was in a beautiful
red sari, smiling and radiant. He walked her to her
pink room, kissed her and slipped a beautiful ring on
her finger before leaving.

I heard the maids saying the daughter had
remarried much to the disapproval of her parents
because of some strange social issues prevalent
amongst humans. This time the daughter was leaving
for a very distant land on the other side of the globe. I
was so happy she would finally fulfil her dream of
continuing academics in a prosperous foreign country.
But a nagging thought kept eating into my concrete
heart. Was her quick decision a fallout of her previous
disastrous relationship? Did she only want to leave all
this sorrow and stress behind? Was she trying to escape
from the finger pointing and the ruins of her fallen
dreams? Is it possible to leave one's past behind?
Could she ever forget her life here with me?

I know I can't. In fact it is this past that has given
me such a strong foundation that I stand as the Ashray,
time keeper even today. A few years back my lord and
master fell on my marble stairs and hurt his back. My
lady has not been the same since then. She along with
the hired help takes care of my lord tirelessly. But
being the main care giver, she lost a lot of the buoyancy
and independence she had developed after her
daughter left. She and my master would retell stories
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they never stopped repeating about how my lady had
visited her daughter's new home in a faraway
continent and had seen their grandson and
granddaughter being born. It was their fondest
memory and their surest panacea!

Their daughter and the grandkids visited when
their grandson graduated from high school. I saw the
precious one, my lord and lady's only daughter, now a
grown woman as attractive as before and more
sensitive to her parents' needs. She ran around getting
everything she could find that her aged, ailing, father
wanted to eat or wear. ['ve always known my master
and her father to be a food connoisseur. She got
delicious looking sweet treats, scrumptious savories
from all his favorite stores. She would take my
mistress, her mom, to the local farmers' market for the
most delectable cuts of fish and meat, the freshest
vegetables and fruit. But her visit was a short one and
this family fun was short lived.

A few months after the daughter went back to her
home in another continent and got busy with taking
care of her own career and family, just after the biggest
religious festival, Durga Puja, as they say, had passed,
one day my lord never woke up from his afternoon
nap. The daughter came for her father's funeral
looking stunned at this sudden irreparable loss but
following my lady's guidance arranged as inclusive a
funeral as she could by inviting all her erstwhile
family.

A little more than a year has passed since my

master passed away. Since then I have seen so many
new caregivers for my lady arranged by the daughter
from so far away and supervised by my lady's brother
who lives nearby. Now all at once everything is silent.
The kitchen which was my lady's favorite haunt is
quiet. No chop-chop of knives on stone, grinding of
the mortar and pestle crushing spices. No pressure
cooker whistles, no sizzle of fish or vegetables in hot
oil. No magazines or flowered diaries flutter their
open pages on the dining table where my lady read and
wrote during the long, humid afternoons. For the last
few months I have not seen my lady light the evening
lamp in her shrine or even talk to her husband, my
lord's beautifully mounted picture as she used to do
every morning. In fact I was surprised to see her
daughter come and clean out the house. She gave stuff
away from the cupboards and her mother's antique
mirrored wardrobe to all her mom's caregiver maids
and friends and family.

Since then it has been very still. No mouse stirs,
no clock ticks, no heart beats. There is nothing to tell
time. Only the morning sun flits in through my front
colored glass panes, tall and etched like a cathedral's,
and slithers noiselessly up the stairs as the day goes by.
Try as [ might I can't find my lady in any of my rooms.
She never wanted to leave me. She called me her
refuge, her Ashray, her abode of peace and security.
She loved me like her son, the son she never had.
Where could she have gone? Did she go to meet my
lord, her husband? How could she leave me without
saying goodbye?

Chicago, IL
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Dust If You Must
Kathy Powers

Remember, a house becomes a home when

you can write “I love you” on the furniture....

Dust if you must but wouldn't it be better

To paint a picture or write a letter,

Bake a cake or plant a seed.

Ponder the difference between want and need.

Dust if you must but there's not much time,
With rivers to swim and mountains to climb!
Music to hear and books to read,

Friends to cherish and life to lead.

Dust if you must but the world's out there
With sun in your eyes, and wind in your hair,
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain;

This day will not come around again.

Dust if you must and bear in mind,
Old age will come and it is not kind.
And when you go, and go you must,
You, at last, become the dust.

Kathy Powers - I lived 27 of my 65 life years clueless in a
bipolar whirlpool when I wrote lists to settle my racing
thoughts and my plans to save the world. From 28 to 58, I
raised my son on my own and became keenly aware of
human fragility and disability, especially in the area of
housework. Here I remain at 65 years with an empty bucket
listand a world to save.

Sassy's Magic

Malina Damjanovic

My dog Sassy had a certain magic,
She would run and come when called.

She would smile and look at you with
those big brown eyes. She was never sad,
always happy.

No matter what. And when she
went for a walk she would look at you. As if to
saywhat's up?

It saddens me that Sassy will not be around for
too much longer. Her health and age are against

her.

Her spirit will live on forever in my heart.

Along with her heartwarming smile. And those
big brown eyes. Those are the memories that will
never set us apart.

For as long as I live, I will love her so,
And the magic she brought to my heart.
That only her and I know.

Malina Damjanovic - I grew up in Chicago. I studied English
literature at Lake View High School and for a while at Loyola
University. I took the class not expecting to do well in it. But to my
surprise I did do very well and fell in love with Shakespeare and
literature ever since.

8%



A day in the life of America's Prime

Bianca Chatterjee

We live in a house that has been home to many.
There are expensive masterpieces on every wall in
every room. There are red velvet carpets in the
bathroom and closets and great white columns, line the
building's every inch. Security is my best friend and
my red, pinstriped tie is my signature accessory. [ am
the current president of the United States of America
and [ couldn't have it any other way.

“Bills to sign. Bills. To. Sign. Bills to sign.” The
cigarette in my mouth moves as I muttered over and
over again. [ couldn't forget; hell, [ never do. However,
it's nice being reassured that you're an organised
president, right? A good president...

Shiny black dress shoes padded over to me as |
flicked the lighter over and over again, hoping for a
flame.

“Mr President, you do realise that that thing
hanging out of your mouth is a stick of cancer made
from beaver arse?” Garrett's arms are crossed and his
eyebrows are furrowed. My gaze turns towards him
and [ give him a “yeah, so what? ” look, before fussing
with the stupid lighter again.

“Lemme” he plucks the cigarette and away from
me and lights it, before giving it back. Ribbons of
smoke float away to the ceiling.

“We have a press conference in 10, sir. The gun
control act means a lot to you, you can't miss this.” He
puffed out smoke and shifted his weight on his feet a
couple times.

skskosk skskok skesksk skoksk

“Hm, I'm going, lead me the way sergeant.” I
reply and walk ahead. He groans in annoyance and
follows me.

The room was almost silent and the place smelt
delicious. Old cherry wood (A/N: Fun fact; Obama
likes the smell of cherry wood! Weird, right?). A fan
above me whirred around at an inhumane speed and |
reminded to get my dear Garrett to fix it for me. The
rectangle table was in session and I was more than
ready.

“So, the verdict is what? It's been 8 days, sir.
10 days is the cut off. You either sign this or not.” The
impatient senator clicks and twirls his pen in between
his fingers and sighs. [ do too.

A river of concentration floods through my veins
and [ furrow my brows, putting my hand over my
mouth. So many factors here, so many negatives. So
many pros and cons and. ..

“No.” I murmur, hand remaining over my mouth.
The senators sitting around me at the cherry wood,
rectangle table, whisper and nod in secret satisfaction.
A gasp from Garrett next to me is heard, and my foot
revolts hard into his leg. Childish yes, but it is
effective.

Beagood president...

“Well, well. Meeting adjourned then. It seems
our beloved president has fallen from his high horse.”
The impatient senator sing- songs, getting the
occasional snicker from the rest.

“We'll discuss this again. You won't win every
time. America's law can be easily manipulated by me.”
I stand with as much confidence I could muster. My
lungs feel as if they're oxygen free and my palms are
grossly sweaty. A false smile is plastered on my face.
Be calm, not sassy. Be professional, not Malia.

Fixing his ugly mustard tie, he too, stands and
laughs cockily. His reminded me of a toad really, with
his fat body and short limbs. He reaches for my hand,
face falling a little when he grasped it.

Finally, after what seems like an eternity of
awkward standing, shaking hand and tight lipped
grins, security finally lets us free with a turn of a key
and [ dash out, Garrett running to catch up.

“Where are we going now, Pres?” he pants,
folders and loose pages trying to escape his arms.
Sunglasses are instantly put on my face and I stop him
with my hand.

“Tell the driver to take me home. God, that senator
really has an agenda.” Garrett nod before clicking his
tongue.
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“By the way, your hands are disgustingly sweaty.
Wow.” He exaggerates with hands gestures and wide
eyes.

Aekok kokok kokk Aokock

“Hey! I'm home.” I bellow into the hospital-clean
marble hallway. No answer. My shoes squeak ever so
slightly as I pad down the hall, taking off my YSL and
tucking them in my shirt. Looking around, I hear
thump, thump, thump.

What? Did someone break in or something?
That's impossible...

“WHO'S THERE?” A deepened voice blares
from...the top floor? I look directly above me to the
landing and see a hockey mask wearing, baseball bat
armed Sasha.

“Hey baby girl. What's with the get up?”” An face
splitting grin stretches across my face and my arms are
wide open. She clicks her tongue in chagrin and rolls
her eyes, taking her Halloween costume off.

Sasha leaps down the stairs and crosses her arms
in front of me. Her lower lip was pouted and her brows
were smooched together.

“Oh. My. God, dad! I thought you were an
imposter or something! I'm like, dying inside!” Her
voice returns to high, squeaky, and as of now, irritated.
Being the considerate father I am, instead of listening

to her spiel, my arms envelope her in a bear hug.

“Can you listen to me for once? Ugh!” He
mumbles in my shoulder. Sasha forcedly pulls away
and tells me about her day. Apparently science is a real
pain and algebra is something that needs to be made
illegal. The Actof “Ew, Algebra”, she calls it.

She tells me that Malia and Michelle have gone
out and they've left her to finish English homework.
Then, [ hear about awkward incidents with a boy in her
class, and how her teacher is wildly eccentric and does
more talking than teaching. Her arguments were pretty
convincing, | mustsay.

“You want pizza? I'll tell them to not put any
pineapple on it.” I interrupt her lecture about how she
loves private school. Sasha stops in her tracks, thinks
about itand nods before saying “Anyway...”

I grab the landline and the numbers bleep as |
giggle at her jokes about the rules at school.

We live in a house that has been home to
many. There are expensive masterpieces on every
wall in every room. There are red velvet carpets
in the bathroom and closets and great white columns,
line the building's every inch. Security is my best
friend and my red, pinstriped tie is my signature
accessory. [ am the current president of the United
States of America and [ absolutely couldn't have it any
other way. Ever.

online.

Bianca lives in Sydney, Australia with her parents and her younger brother, whilst attending year 8 in
high school. Her hobbies consist of film making, drawing, sculpting, photography, writing and reading.
Apart from her literary and creative endeavours, she also likes works in mathematics and science.
Bianca has written externally in a competition and another magazine before. When she was 9, Bianca
won an award for a book review she wrote, which was reported in the local newspaper, St Mary's Star.
She adores creative writing and all it has to offer. Bianca's favourite genres to read are Horror, Thriller,
Comedy and anything romantic. But when it comes to writing, she blogs poetry and writes narratives

She recently uploaded a short film on YouTube called “//indefinable feelings//”’, which was written and produced by herself,
as a participant of the Gifted and Talented programme in her school. Though before high school, she was selected for the
prestigious Opportunity Class and through this, she was given the title of School Prefect.
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The Wind Pipe
Abhijit Mukherjee

I did not cry at the moment of my birth. The
deluge came after a few slaps from the rather well built
doctor friend of my father, and it never stopped. The
members of my mom's family tried all their tricks to
pacify me, without result. At that time my uncle who
had taken inspiration from the legendary Gangaram
and had strengthened the pillars of succeeding in
matriculate examination through nine successive
attempts was preparing for the tenth time. [ or my
incessant music became the raison d'etre for the tenth
time and in his wrath he named me Bhenpu (a trumpet
made of palm leaves that the children got whenever
they visited a village fair and never stopped blowing at
it until an elder broke it in anger). The name sticks to
me even today.

As I grew up, the embarrassment due to the
nickname also grew. The name reached my school
before I could set my foot into its premises. I came
back, wailing as usual, and refused to go back to
school again. Only one of my dad's bed time stories
could persuade me back to school...

There was a demon princess in the distant
Demonland. She was fair as she was pretty. Her
parents named her Rupshayori (the lake of beauty).
One day, Rupshayori came out with her best dress on
to go to a dance party with the prince of Giniland. All
was nice and all was fair. From nowhere came a
naughty cloud and squirted a few drops of rain on her.
The rain spoilt the dress and the mood of the princess.
She threw an angry look at the cloud, took a deep
breath and puffed at the cloud. This was no ordinary
anger! It created such a storm that it reached the skies
and all the clouds came down in rains. The clouds
could do nothing with all their thunders. From then on
out went the blow whenever she saw a cloud and down
came the rains. There were very few clouds left in the
sky floating uneasily to avoid the Demonland.

Once the clouds met on an island called Mumbai
(that's where I lived at that time) to find a way to stop
the princess. There lived a little boy, Bhenpu, with a
magic trumpet. Whenever he played the trumpet every
listener would stand still. When he heard that the

clouds were conspiring to kill the princess he offered
to go with the clouds. “May be, with my trumpet, |
shall be able to stop the princess to blow at you”, he
said. An adventure trip riding the clouds to the land of
the demon princess! He loves nothing better.

As the clouds drew cautiously to the Demonland
out came the princess like a cheetah and took a very
deep breath in. Just then reached the tune of Bhenpu's
magic trumpet the princess' ears. It was the lullaby
Bhenpu's mother sang every night. The princess' eyes
closed and she fell asleep.

All the clouds came down and swooped the
princess up high in the sky. The waves of the deepest
ocean were hissing below to gulp her down. “Halt”
said Bhenpu, “Don't throw her in the ocean. I shall ask
her not to blow at you and she will obey.” The clouds
were in no mood to listen but the oldest of them with
the longest flowing white beard said, “Look, at her!”
Two pearls of tears were glittering on the long
eyelashes of Rupshayari. The clouds looked back at
Bhenpu.

As the clouds put the princess back on ground her
eyes opened up with a curious look of delving in bliss.
“Please take me to the musician who plays such sweet
tunes! I have never slept so peacefully in my life.”
Bhenpu played a dance tune in Raag Bahar.
Rupshayari remained transfixed only her little head
started swinging in the beat of the music. She prayed
“Will you please be my guru and teach me music?”
Bhenpu said, “Gladly, but for a fee!” “Any fee you
would like. All my fathers treasures are for you”. “I
only ask the life of the clouds as gurudakshina.” The
princess lowered her gaze with a shy nod that rippled
in her beautiful tresses. The clouds performed a rain
dance around the two of them with Bhenpu's music
and Rupshayari's dance.

Even today when the epidemics strike, wars
destroy or violence breaks out I instinctively reach for
the elusive magic trumpet to give the healing touch of
arain dance. From heaven the stars twinkle, like dad
smiled so long ago.

—

Fes

Abhijit Mukherjee is a Professor of Civil Engineering at Curtin University, Western Australia. He loves to
read world literature, travel to well known and unknown destinations and above all, taste all kinds of
cuisine. Dynamics of human relations interest him. Abhijit is an occasional writer of fiction and plays.
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The Street Venders
Indrani Mondal

Amidst the daily evening crowds
Jostling to get home in street dust and fumes,

the crammed street venders spill all along the
uneven pavements

flaunting their wares in unabashed abandon,
from bewitching eateries;
serving piping hot savory onion fritters

gurgling and spluttering in the murky hot oil
of giant cauldrons,

brick red skewered kebabs
smoking in blazing make shift pits,
or flatbreads with a cracked egg on top

fried to pungent perfection then rolled with
chopped salad

plump lentil stuffed pitas dipped in spicy
potato curry,

along with the ubiquitous tiny terracotta cup
of sweet milky tea;

to sculpture stalls of sedate clay images of
Gods and Goddesses

with intricate colorful adornments,

useful household tools, keys, almanacs

to binding and restoring old manuscripts,

junk jewelry from scarps of metal, wood and stone
ingeniously strung for every size, shape and taste,
colors, flavors, smells

gone wild in ad hoc frenzy,

as [ run into bustling bodies just by standing
to admire,

a common risk here taken in stride,

but for me

a wonder at every step

a discovery at every turn

a gasp, a choke, a stumble

ending nevertheless in an unexpected chuckle often
at the marvel of assertive life,

a pang of guilt sometimes or an unshed tear

at the unabated flow of talent

so cheaply spent, so easily squandered,

from the gnarled sculptor, the talkative painter,
the prayerful weaver, the wise book binder

the sprinting cartoon street actor

to the innovative boy cook,

all unsung heroes of their evolving destinies
every day,

an encounter with awe even reverence for me

at this coming face to face with so many
palpable hungers

some alien and remote maybe

but incredibly resonant even now
this sheer thrust for survival

that manages to fire, mold and define
my loves and hates

move the tectonic plates of my world

so many decades and latitudes away.

Chicago, IL
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My Spoon
(Inspired by Mayi Ojisua)

Tinamaria Penn

I must carry my spoon in my pocket
As I wander
From village to village

My family takes it for granted that where
I am there are spoons

But I know better
I have learned from my past travel to my friends
That they eat with their hands

But not me

I show off
I have my very own spoon
To carry to wherever [ will go
Eat what I want and how I want to eat with a spoon
My spoon
I announce one day that
I will carry my spoon to America
They laugh at me
and
I laugh too
Knowing that they do not know my density

Now I sit
At America's table
Where the table is completely set
So it seems
But, I still carry my own spoon
Because there is something that is missing
Something that this great America seems not to see
There is no spoon
No spoon offered
Not even to the hands of my childhood friends

Who may never eat with a spoon

Chicago, IL
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Christmas, 2015
Viola Lee

I have tried many times to write a poem

a poem of thanksgiving for all those things
that are a part of this world,

but each time the poem never works.

It always ends up broke

left sitting still on the branches in front of the house

with the ice and the sleet

or somewhere entwined

in the ropes of the spider park down the street
or in traffic on the interstate

crumbled piece of paper

a note wet with rain

stamped with tire markings.

I have tried many times to write a poem
that prefers trying indoors

where it is warm with everyone

with all those now waking

and jumping into bed with us.

A poem that becomes the knife cutting
all those green beans

that we will take over

to my sister’s house for dinner tonight.

Early dinner because everyone has children
and we all need sleep,

A poem that becomes

the noise in the living room:

the television, that one more episode of Arthur,
the xylophone that bangs and bangs on and on
those little fingers at work

one day writing out our eulogies

A poem that becomes that warm cup of coffee
and that little bit of rice milk left

that spoonful of brown sugar

and that huge shout out

to that person who just handed the cup to me.

That poem will become

all those who take part in providing me
with this cup coffee every morning,

for my parents who made

these lips and throat and stomach, body
for all those who have helped to

design this French Press

this one style that I love so much

and curse often

for the drivers and farmers and workers and rosters
for the counties that continue

to make all of this

continue to design this French Press,

for the crying that I hear in my living room,

for the nursing that I have managed to do

for the past eight months

and how each day I say,

will this be the last,

and yet, how this growing being,

needs it to happen right at this second,

for the fact that my body just does it naturally,
makes this milk and keeps a human being alive,
how it is both a miracle and science combined,
and how it is an absolute mystery—

when other infants cry

and what the crying does to my very own body.

Chicago, IL
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Calcutta Cuisine

Balarka Banerjee

There has always been something a bit
different in the air in Calcutta. And it's not just
diesel fumes. It's something more internal, more
in our blood. We Calcuttans have been exposed
for a very long time to such diverse ethnic and
period influences that we have evolved in a most
intriguing fashion indeed. This makes us so
frustratingly difficult to define, stereotype or type
cast. Unleashed upon the rest of the country, and
now the world, we tend to bewilder people by our
contradictory, cross pollinated natures which
shine through in everything we love and loath.
While to us, the mutton loving Brahmin, the dhoti
wearing Oxford accented gentleman, and
rosogolla downing, pocket watch carrying
communist seem like everyday characters they
tend surprise people not entirely familiar with us.

They say that the history of food is often the
history of a people. Indeed, the eclectic mix of
cultures (to be more precise “kalchars™) that is we
Calcuttans, is reflected perfectly in the cuisine
that we have so lovingly evolved over time. If we
look closely, in Calcutta itself you can find
culinary influences from Chinese, Tibetan, Thai,
Afghan, British, Scottish, Irish, Armenian,
Jewish, Burmese, Persian, Pakistani, Italian,
French, Swiss and many other ethnicities. Add to
this the varied national influences such as
Punjabi, Sikkimese, Malayali, Goanese,
Maharashtran, Hyderabadi, Gujarati and so on
and you have an almost unending bouquet of
variety. However, the best part about food in
Calcutta is that that the best of it is often not found
in the fancy restaurants, cafes or bistros that one
would see and naturally be more familiar with. On
the contrary, to truly experience the delights of
Calcutta “cuisine” one would have to venture out
of their comfort zones. Leave behind their air-
conditoning, black tie waiters and ambient music
and head towards dingy holes in the wall, stalls

under blue tarp or familiarize one's self with the
concept of sitting in a cabin (or to be more precise
“kebin”). That is why, fine dining Calcutta style is
more than just a meal. It's an expedition. An
adventure. A search. And sometimes (not that
often) a test of one's courage and gastric tenacity.
If you ask a true Calcuttan where one can find the
best rolls, or chilli chicken or kochuri they will
invariably name same unusual unheard of place
and give you a lengthy discourse on why that
particular food from that particular place is
inarguably the finest in the world. If you ask a
second Calcuttan the same question he will give
an entirely different answer and spend the next
few hours arguing with the first chap. Therefore, it
is impossible for my humble self to reach any sort
of conclusion as to the “best in West Bengal”. It is
equally infeasible for me to cover all of the
mentioned culinary varieties that Calcutta has to
offer. However, [ will most certainly try to present
some choice Calcutta cuisine that one might be
somewhat less aware of.

One of the great pillars of Calcutta snack
food has to be the deceptively simple and
absolutely mouth watering “roll”. Traditionally it
consists of chicken or mutton kebab wrapped in
paratha. On a hot tava, the paratha goes on first
and bakes until it is crisp, golden and deliciously
flaky. At this point a whipped egg might be poured
onto the tava and carefully topped with the
paratha. Once it cooks through the egg coated
paratha is laid on its back and tender kebab pieces
are laid in its bosom and wrapped up snuggly. The
whole construction tastes delicious and is the
perfect one handed snack. Never overstuffed and
never under it goes down in minutes and leaves
the taste buds begging for more. The history of the
roll (or “katiroll”’) is somewhat foggy and steeped
in mythology. Its first appearances can be traced
back to as early as 1932 in Calcutta. Nizam's is
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widely credited with the invention of the kati roll
as we know it today. Legend has it that on a
particularly busy night the restaurant was running
out of plates as there was a long string of orders for
paratha and kebab. Which is when somebody
came up with the ingenious idea of wrapping the
two together, thus eliminating the need of plates
altogether. Nizam's has always prided itself on
serving, the best, the most original and
unadulterated rolls in town. In the golden years of
60's and 70's its fame was widespread and it was
as much a landmark in central Calcutta as New
Market or Globe cinema. A massively built
Afghan man used to roam the streets around the
cinemas in the evening particularly on the
weekends. Known as “pehelwan” he would come
up to people as they parked their cars for the
evening show and took their orders for kati rolls.
Sure enough, he would arrive with them, warm in
his hands just before the show would start.
“Pehelwan” is long gone now and so has a lot of
the charm of Nizam's. Despite several other
places where you can get a roll now there is still
something special about a Nizam's roll. Sure they
may have had to make concessions by selling
paneer rolls and downsizing considerably, but the
elderly lungi clad mullah who makes them still
looks as gruff as ever. He gets snappy if you start
asking too many questions about the spices and
once snatched away a roll from a friend of mine
who requested him for some chilli sauce.

The roll itself has been corrupted gradually
over repeated copying and modification. In some
places, the filling is not kebabs anymore, and has
been substituted by a spicy curry like mess. A
number of condiments go in the rolls itself, such
as cucumbers, capsicum, tomatoes, chilli sauce,
ketchup, and chutneys. “Arsalan” in Park Circus
even makes a roll with Cheddar cheese. Not that
there is anything wrong with that. I personally
adore the double egg chicken roll from Anamika
(a road side stall in New Alipore) which is as
corrupted as it gets but is the one of juiciest,
tastiest rolls you will ever have. Nonetheless there
are many of the traditionalists still left and they do
a fantastic job indeed. Some choice ones are

“Kusum”, “Hot Kati Rolls” (on Park Street,
below the Asiatic Society building, you can't miss
the aroma when you drive past), Campari, Beduin
(Gariahat), Badshah (New Market) and Dhaba
(Ballygunge Road). My personal favourite
however is a little hole in the wall at the end of
Theatre Road (Shakespeare Sarani), opposite the
Sahara building. Their mutton rolls are simply
addictive.

Old fashioned Mughlai food has been a
mainstay of Calcutta for a fairly long time. When
the Mughal kings ruled Bengal, the rich aromatic
meat dominated cuisine was widely prevalent but
perhaps not as popular among the locals. With the
conquest of Bengal and the fall of Shiraj-ud-
Dullah that type of cuisine diminished quite a bit
and was restricted to certain pockets of society
only. However, after the failed revolt of 1857 the
last Mughal king in Delhi, Bahadur Shah Zafar,
was chased out of the capital. He fled to Calcutta
with the remnants of his family and staff and was
ultimately exiled to Yangoon, where he died soon
after. However, most of his staff, servants, and
cooks stayed behind in Calcutta. By that time, the
people of Calcutta itself had changed into a more
versatile, cosmopolitan and open minded breed. It
is believed that the highly trained cooks of the
food loving Bahadur Shah revived the Mughlai
cuisine in Calcutta in the late 19" Century. Many
of the older Calcutta restaurants and eateries are
said to have been started by them and has shaped
Calcutta's love for its unique style of Mughlai
cuisine.

The mainstay of Mughlai cuisine is the
Biryani. Biryani is fragrant long grained rice,
slow cooked with goat meat, potatoes and the key
ingredient, saffron among other spices in ghee. It
is the very epitome of the sinful decadence of the
Mughal empire. Unlike some of the more
derivative versions, original Biryani is cooked
with a surprisingly few number of ingredients and
almost always with goat meat. The Calcutta
biryani, is satisfyingly similar to its more
authentic Lucknow or Agra counterparts and is
absolutely delicious. People have gone to war
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over which Biriyani in the city rules supreme so
that is not a controversy I want to get into.
However, it suffices to say that most of the best
biriyani can be found at the crossing of Park Street
and AJC bose road. Rahmania, Lucknow and
Shiraz are located right there. As a matter of fact,
that is the start to something a “biriyani strip” in
the city which stretches up to Park Circus. Next
time you are there, try it with some ‘“chicken
chaap” and definitely ask for some of the digesive
yoghurt-mint drink to wash it down.

On the subject of Mughlai, one must mention
the Bengali equivalent of “comfort food”, Moglai
paratha. The origins of this delicacy is quite vague
but it sounds like another brilliant kati roll like
deviation. This is basically minced meat and
whipped egg stuffed into flaky white bread.
Served with a salad of red onions. It is fairly tricky
to make so a good moglai paratha is hard to come
by, but one place that has mastered this delicacy is
Anadi Cabin on Jawaharlal Nehru road (just two
clicks from Esplanade). Their absolutely divine
preparation ensures that you will almost never be
able to find a seat there upon arrival. If you haven't
eaten at Anadi Cabin you have missed out on a
Calcutta institution no less significant than the
Victoria Memorial. While there, try the pudding.
Trust me, it's not what you would expect.

Let's move on to something a bit more
international namely British. The “chop cutlet”
culture of Calcutta is somewhat unique.
Definitely a delicious Raj hangover. But don't
expect the rather mild and insipid meat
preparation of the UK. The chop cutlets of
Calcutta have been changed so greatly that it has
been completely emancipated from its heritage.
With delectable results. These are rich, fiery,
spicy and complicated affairs. Apart from the
usual mutton, chicken and prawn you also get
some unusual ones. Such as the kabiraji cutlet, a
chicken cutlet with a whipped egg coating that
gives it a furry golden look and a delicious
crunchy texture. This too is a rare delicacy. There
are several imposters and copy cats around, the
genuine article is hard to find. One of the best
kabiraji cutlets I have tasted comes from a

restaurant on M.G. road called “Dilkhusha”. Last
time [ was there, they claimed to be the originator
of the dish. Although details are specky they
believe it was created for the British palate in the
early 1900's. The name had always mystified me
as “kabiraji” in Bengali refers to herbal
medication. [ could not make the connection
between cutlet and herbal drugs except for the fact
that overindulgence of the former would
definitely require the latter. But I was told by the
owner of Dilkhusha (mira-di, if I recall correctly)
that the original name was coverage cutlet
(referring to the egg white coating) which
devolved into kabiraji in the local dialect. As a
matter fact, it was called “fowl kabiraji cutlet” on
their menu for many many years and that too was
replaced by “chicken kabiraji”.

As far as meat cutlets go, I must mention
“afghani cutlet” at the college street coffee house.
I will refrain from discussing the coffee house
itself, because volumes can be written about its
tradition, heritage and ambience. Little is usually
discussed about its food or drink. Perhaps rightly
so because I personally believe their coffee tastes
like flavoured rain water. Nonetheless, the
afghani cutlet must be mentioned. It's a mutton
cutlet the size of one's palm but cooked with some
unusual spice combination and most notable,
raisins, currants and nuts. Overall it has a sweet
and salty flavor, which is quite unique and is
served with a slightly runny gravy which soaks up
nicely in some bread.

If the presi/CU crowd claims dominion over
the mutton afghani, the Jadavapur gang brandish
their “dhoper chop” in reply. Milonda's canteen
came up with the treat (whose name in colloquial
Bengali translates to “rubbish”). It's half a boiled
egg and half an ambiguous (but tasty) filling,
coated in breadcrumbs and fried. May not sound
like much but it does taste delectable.

Instead of mutton and chicken if you prefer
fish then you must try the fish fry and possibly the
fish roll. The fish fry is traditionally seasoned
bhetki coated in breadcrumbs and deepfried. The
fish roll is more creative. It's a bhetki fillet rolled
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around a stuffing made out of another pureed and
seasoned fish flesh (usually carp). Also coated in
breadcrumbs and deep fried. Both of these are
hard to find in their nascent forms. Cheaper copies
tend to be heavy on seasoning and lean on fish.
The undoubted leader for both is “Bijoligrill”,
originally located near Bijoli cinema in
Bhowanipore. They are also a premium caterer
for marriages and other social functions so next
time you are in Calcutta try to get yourself invited
to an upmarket wedding.

Tibetan food has caught on off late in
Calcutta and is the newest addition to the Calcutta
snack cuisine smorgasboard. Momo's are Tibetan
dumplings made off a garlicy meat stuffing, best
enjoyed with a hot chilli sauce and a light spring-
onion soup called thupka. A few Tibetan families
had started the trend decades ago when they used
to make these momo's in their own kitchen and
sell packets of them well informed foodies out of
their living room. One of the better known of these
families lived on Elgin road. As the elderly family
moved on, the place was converted into a
restaurant which soon became a series of
restaurants. The better known of these is Momo
Plaza which is located of street now known as
Suburban Hospital Road. The décor is shoddy
(almost scary), the tables and chairs are weak but
the food is to die for. They serve momo's and a lot
of them. There is the classic steamed ones or the
tastier fried ones and then a lot of evolved ones
culminating in the “pan-fried chilli momo's”
which is only for the brave of heart.

Chinese food in Calcutta has also been a long
tradition. It is now so well assimilated into
Bengali food habits now that it is sometimes
impossible to think of it as foreign. As a matter of
fact, Indian style Chinese food is now widely
accepted as a style unique and singular like
Singaporean or Malaysian Chinese. It all started,
from a group of Chinese immigrants,
predominantly from the Hakka and Cantonese
provinces, who settled in a part of Calcutta known
as Tiretta Bazaar. Even today that is where you go
for the real thing. There is a Chinese street market

at Tiretta bazaar on Bentinck Street. It sets up at
around 5:30 am and is sold out by seven. It is not
strange or surprising for Calcuttans to stay up all
night, clubbing, driving or simply sitting around
indulging in adda. When the night seems to
inexplicably disappear and your friends start
feeling hungry, it's time to hit Tiretta Bazaar.
Street vendors mostly sell homemade traditional
Chinese food. There are light soothing broths with
fish ball or chicken feet. There are heavier
schezuan broths which can lift the top of your
head right off but works great against a hangover.
Then there are steamed buns, dumblings and
spicy sausages. The smells and sounds are
intoxicating and its seediness as its charm and
somehow only in Calcutta does it not seem
unusual to be starting a Sunday morning like this.

For more authentic Chinese food one must
always venture to Tangra. That is no secret at all.
Although there are quite a few more mainstream
restaurants there now, there are still a few old
fashioned ones, which we always seek out. When
you go to those, the cook-cum-waiter takes your
order. He brings you some beers and you are
expected to take your time with them as he goes
around back to catch a chicken for your chilli
chicken. It's plucked, skinned and cooked right in
front of you. Just be careful when you order “one
chilli chicken please” as it can actually be an
entire chicken cooked for you. Like almost every
type of food, Chinese in Calcutta has evolved and
changed, adapting itself to the local palate and
ingredients. Now, there is a Chinese restaurant on
every corner and road side stalls will toss up
chow-mein, chilli chicken and fried rice alongside
egg-rolls. If you can put aside puritan tastes then
you might just indulge in and enjoy some of the
local Chinese. I for one love my ‘“hakka
chowmein” with its strong pepper seasoning.
Chinese food in Calcutta has developed its own
language. “Hakka chow” means dry noodles
whereas “gravy chow” is cornflour thickened
gravy poured over boiled noodles. “Chilli” refers
to a dry dish with a thick soy based gravy with
finely chopped green chillies. “Manchurian”
usually refers to meat or veggies fried in a coating
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and dipped in a hot and sweet sauce. So next time
you are in Kolkata, give the big boys like
Mainland China, or Chinoiserie a pass and try out
the Manchurian chicken and sweet corn soup at
your dimly lit neighbourhood joint. You might
justlikeit.

The repressive humidity of Calcutta usually
takes its toll on people and staying hydrated is
very important indeed. Which brings us to
beverages. These days with surfeit of Coffee
houses it is difficult to see beyond the 50 rupee
mochas, cocoas, lattes or the smoothies, slushies
and crushies. I have never been a big fan of these
establishments and despite their fancy décor the
coffee usually still tastes like dishwater. The
places are good for teenagers on first dates but if
you want a real drink to pick you up, you should
try the tea at Balwant's. This pre-independence
dhaba on Harish Mukherjee Road (opposite the
gurudwara) serves over a thousand portions of
Punjabi milk tea a day. Their secret (although
probably not the real one) is that they never
expose the tea to direct heat. Leaves in a pouch are
immersed in boiling water. Once infused, milk is
added and the whole thing is placed in a water
bath. Regardless of the procedure, the final
product is pure elixir. However, if you fancy a
more sophisticated tea drinking experience, you
must try Dolly's tea house in Dakshinapan.
Started by India's first woman tea taster this place
has arelaxed, typically Calcutta feel. The tea itself
is unique. Not only can you get some cup of the
regular stuff you can experiment with fruit blends,

ginger ale and lemonade punch, mango tea,
grapefruit tea and even one with soda and a dollop
of ice-cream. Nonetheless, one of the most
refreshing and unique drinks I have ever tasted is
“daaber shorbot” at “Paradise” behind college
square. The place has been there forever and they
make a number of soda or milk shake type drinks.
“Daaber shorbot” is an unique blend though made
from coconut water mixed with possibly some
mint, dash of lime and other things which makes it
one of the most refreshing drinks I have ever had.

So there we have it. A small sampling of the
vast and complicated variety of flavours and
aromas that is Calcutta cuisine. The list is by no
means complete or comprehensive. I have made
absolutely no mention of Putiram's telebhaja,
Ujjala chanachur, the alurdom off Viviekananda
park, the phuchkas at Maidan, kosha mangsho
from Golbari, phulkopir singhara, mochar chop
from Aponjon, dahi vada, mishti doi, rosogolla, or
notun gurer shondesh. Alas, they must be saved
for another time.

However, the lesson here my friends is that
the best food in Calcutta is never where you would
expect to find it. Just as most things Bengali,
nothing is as it seems. The dingiest, darkest,
dirtiest corners of this mad city hide the most
mind expanding food you will ever taste. Deep
fried in tradition, seasoned with mythology and
garnished by a dash of bewildering charm, the
food of Calcutta is more than hunger quencher. It's
an experience.

Sydney, Australia
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Amazing Art of Dokra

Bishakha Dutta

My tryst with dokra was facilitated by
Shantiniketan and the haat of Sonajhuri. [ was then a
student of Visva-Bharati University. The idea of
having our evening adda at the Sonajhuri Haat
suddenly dawned on me one afternoon. Excited by the
prospect of a unique experience, I rallied everyone to
join in. Convincing others didn't strain much of my
energy or test my skills. We treaded down the red-
earthed thoroughfare, crossed by green rice fields,
overcame the wax and wane of Khoai to reach the haat
venue. As we inched closer to destination, we could
faintly hear renditions of baul singers and the
mellifluous sound of their dotaras. Decibels rose as we
neared the haat and soon we were there!

In the midst of the Sonajhuri forest, the haat is an
eclectic mix of colour, celebration, creation and
divinity. Sellers with their neatly displayed handicraft
wares, buyers in myriad moods and outfits and bauls
singing the path to the divine. In spite of it all, a
particular style of craft grabbed by mind and attention.
A piece of craft | had not seen before. To me, it looked
strange in form and substance. It didn't mirror any
known god or goddess. It didn't resemble any animal,
nor any spear-holding tribal warrior. It was unlike
anything I had seen before. The material used was not
clay nor was it shining brass. [ was intrigued. What did
the art depict and what was it made of? Not inclined to
make public display of my ignorance, discreetly I
asked my friends if they knew anything about the
figurines.

= = = |
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“Itis called dokra art.” I turned around and faced a
slightly built, dark complexioned, pan chewing man
responding to the novice query.

“Dokra?” I had not heard about it before.
much are they priced?”’ [ inquired.

“How

“That varies itemwise, madam. Some cost Rs.
200 while some are for Rs. 300. And that Durga motif
you see, we sell them for Rs. 3000,” the man replied.

Astonished, I asked him why dokra work is so
costly.

“These are made from brass, madam,” he
explained.

“But why aren't they sparkling?”
The man smiled in response.

Having discovered something new, I felt a thrill
surge within me. [ was feeling inquisitive to know and
learn more about this form. [ asked him about the place
where dokra is cradled.

“Dariyapur,” he informed. He offered to take me
to the village and show me how the figurines are made.
Out of sheer curiosity, I consented. We decided to start
our journey from Bolpur station a couple of days later.

I reached the station at the designated hour. The
winter chill was still palpable in the morning air. My
guide, named Ratan Mondal, kept to his punctuality.
He showed up within moments of my reaching it. As I

Q9



boarded the train, my elation was overwhelming.
Having crossed Bolpur and Bhediya, the train sped
past lush green rice fields and stretches of red soil in
between. We disembarked at Guskara station and got
onto a bus that would ferry us to Dariyapur.

While consenting to and subsequently
undertaking the journey, I did not comprehend the
magnitude of learning awaiting me. On reaching
Dariyapur, I gathered that the place is locally known as
'Dokra Haat.' Producing dokra work must be the
traditional profession here. The entire village must be
involved in this work, I contemplated to myself. All
the houses looked similar with thatched roofs and mud
walls. Clay mounds, of different shapes and sizes, lay
all around to dry in the sun.

My guide introduced me to Paran Karmakar, a
dokra artisan. Probably sensing my eagerness to know
about the form, he took pains to explain the several
stages involved in production of the figurines that I
was enchanted by at the Sonajhuri Haat. Preparing
wax for the mold is the first step of the elaborate
process. For benefit of readers, it is relevant to state
that molds can be made from either wax or a mixture of
resin and asphalt.

To start with, several ingredients are mixed with
hot, molten wax which is subsequently strained into a
large vessel. Once the wax cools and hardens, artisans
use it to make molds of varied figurines. The process
differs slightly if a mixture of resin and asphalt is used.
Clay is then used, instead of wax, for making the

molds and designs are created with the mixture. These
molds are then coated with soft clay and left in the
open to dry. As the molds harden, women of the village
get on with their job of putting on the final red clay
coating. And another round of sunbathing follows.

These paraphernalia are followed by the
important task of making a channel or pathway within
the mold. It is through this channel that molten brass
spreads and the dokra figurine starts taking shape.
Women are entrusted the job of covering the
channeled molds with red clay, which are again set out
in the sun to dry. Their tender hands also add an
elongated portion, to the mold, in which brasschips are
kept. Locally, it is known as Gheriya. The brass chips
are covered with a kind of cap made from red clay. To
allow entry of heat, perforations are maintained along
the side of the clay cap.

A fire pit is created by vertically lining bricks and
the different designed molds are placed inside. The
perforated side faces the fire, allowing the brass chips
to melt and spread out within the mold. Once ready, the
molds are taken out of the pit and carefully hammered.
The cast gives away and the dokra figurine emerges in
allits glory.

Paran Karmakar's narration about the birth of
dokra art finished, but the surge of thrill did not ebb. I
learned about a new form and also about the lives of its
artisans. Bidding adieu to Dariyapur, [ saluted the
spirit of this village that has kept the form alive bravely
facing all odds.

W Graduated in History, I did PG Diploma in Journalism and Mass Communication from Jadavpur
University. I did Masters in Journalism from Visva-Bharati's Centre for Journalism and Mass
Communication. My passion is to delve deep into the realm of communication; study of film ethics and
the language of cinema. From Ray to Truffaut, from Kurosawa to Bergman, cinema fascinates me to no
end. I love painting and prefer working in oil. My parents, my school, college and the two universities,
as well as my penchant for my passions have shaped my personality.
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Sikkim

Shravani Datta

The Indigo Flight took off from Kolkata Airport at
10:30 AM and touched down in Bagdogra after 70
minutes. Baggage cleared without any hindrance and
the five of us stepped out to the parking lot to locate our
cab driver. He had come to fetch us from our Gangtok
hotel, Nor Khill. It was midday already and the outside
air was oppressive and sultry. The horns blared till it
gasped into cooler quarters. I did not want to stop, but
had to for a quick lunch at a local highway restaurant.

Sevak Road, the artery from Siliguri to Gangtok is
joined by the Teesta River which ultimately drains in
Bhutan. Notable here is the imposing Coronation
Bridge, named for the coronation of King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth. From here, the Teesta twitches
past entrancing villages' aplomb with oodles of charm.
Congregations of locals buzzing between main street
stores and restaurants appear as we inch closer to
Gangtok.

After 5 hours, a little after sundown, our 4 by 4
halted in front of the hotel, Elgin Nor Khill. Set amidst
the curated lawns, overlooking the Paljore Stadium,
this hotel is a former royal guesthouse. The lobby
boasts of an amazing collection of thangkas and
paintings, a legacy of the royal family!

Only ten minutes by foot, The MG Road or Mall
Road is the shopping area. This swarming market
place swanks Golden Tips, a tea lover's paradise. From
Mango tea to masala tea, Old Indian tea, white tea and
multiple selections of Assam and Darjeeling push you
back by 2 hours, to say the least! The manager lays out
a tea table that can please royalty and you get to taste
and pick! I came out heavier by a couple kilos!!

It was not until dinner in the ceremonial dining
hall of NorKhill, that we got our passes for East
Sikkim.

The next day was crystal clear and [ woke up to an
armchair visit of Kanchejungha from the bedroom.
Delayed by its magnetic allure, I had to gobble
breakfast in haste to hit the road for the day trip on
time.

It was a cold day in May and the ascent to Nathula
at 14800 feet was not going to be easy. Our four
wheeler proceeded first for Tsanghu Lake at 12100
feet.

Thegu village

Sudden cloud cover on Tsanghu Lake

A sudden cloud cover marred my vision, yet the
blurred lake water was grey white, unblemished
enough to hold my gaze forever.

Yaks flank the area around the lake and curious
travelers mount their not so light bodies on the turgid
animal- all ever happy to click photographs!

On the way to Nathula, travelers change shoes and
slip into boots in the town, Thegu. The highest ATM in
Indiais also situated here.

Further east from Thegu, the drive continues
toward Nathula Pass. Finally at 14,140 feet, Nathula
looked pretty much like a Chicago backyard after a
heavy blizzard. [ was already lightheaded from lack of
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oxygen and a trifle wind swept with drafts of snow to
haze and distort my steps.

The silk route operated through Nathula, till 1962.
Once the trade route between India and Tibet, today
the lofty pass stands with Chinese and Indian soldiers
guarding their border. A stairway leads to the border
where The Nehru Stone, marks the visit of the former
PM of'India. (No photographs allowed)

There is so much of kindness and hospitality in
the people of Sikkim. The Lepchas, Bhutiyas and
Sherpas intermingle and I cannot tell the difference. It
does not matter: what stays is the balmy welcome of a
hot cup of tea or Wai Wai noodles to a tired sightseer!
We head back to Tibet Hotel for late afternoon lunch
on momos and thupka.

Still heavy with lunch our troop strolled in to
Baker's Café on Mall Road. The sun was down and we
could not get the valley side view, but gorged on the
sinful apple crumble, lava muffin and hot chocolate.

The North Sikkim passes, granted for 4 days had
arrived. It is only open for tourists from May to
September.

It took us half hour to get out of Gangtok. On our
way, we stopped at the Directorate of Handicrafts and
Handlooms, which is the state run emporium of
handicrafts. This had an array of colorful carpets,
masks, lacquered tables called choksis and handmade
paper. Our Bolero, zipped through Ganesh Tok,
Hanuman Tok but could not do the ropeway, it was
closed following the ripple effect of earthquakes in
Nepal.

The car crawled through Gangtok traffic passing
suburb of Deorali and stopped at the Rumtek
Monastery, which is undoubtedly the largest
monastery in Sikkim. Built by the fourth Chogyal, It
had to be rebuilt after being wrecked by an earthquake.
This is also the home of Kargyupa sect of Tibetan
Buddhism and a seat of Buddhist learning or Dharma
Chakra Center. At least 500 monks at a time engage in
picking up skills to propagate the tenets of Buddhism.

When our vehicle finally hit the North Sikkim
Highway, it was past noon and time for lunch. We kept
moving along the road for 38 kilometers, and
gradually lunged in to the Phodong Monastery. This
Kargyupa Gompa, originally built in 18th century was
recently rebuilt but the original frescoes and paintings
were preserved. Significant among these is the striking

(Rumtek Monastery)

fresco, Bhava chakra, or the wheel of life. This is one
of the basic expositions of the fundamental law of
Buddhism; man is entrapped in the recurring cycles of
rebirth and their attendant suffering.

The wheel is a large disc held in the clutches of a
monster, his head overtopping the whole. He
symbolizes the human desire to cling to worldly
existence. The wheel is divided into compartments
representing the various worlds; the hells, the heavens,
and the linked chain of the causes of rebirth. At the
center are the three original sins of lust, anger and
stupidity.

After a brisk feed on sandwiches carefully packed
from Nor Khill, we pressed on, trying to make the most
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of daylight for the onward journey to North Sikkim.
The first village to pass was the sleepy Mangan : that
overlooks the Teesta and the Lepcha reserve of
Dzongu. The road from Mangan to Chungthang traces
the Teesta going through thick forest.

Burbling mountain streams are constant
companions till you come to Chumthang, at 5740 feet,
projectedand embellished in the confluence of Lachen
and Lachungrivers.

Just outside Chumgthang, the road bifurcates.
Taking the left road we moved towards Lachung. The
two valleys of Lachen and Lachung run northward to
the Himalayas which divide Sikkim from Tibet. The
journey is a feast for tired eyes and a dreary soul.
Almost at every twist up the mountain you would
come across a mountain torrent cascading down the
hill slope or a sparkling waterfall gleaming against the
deep green of the forest.

We were welcome in the Yarlam Resort, with
traditional khhaada and tea. Each room in the resort
was infused witha quiet composure that reflected the
gravitas of the surrounding snowcapped peaks.

The following day started with a visit to the
Singba Rhododendron sanctuary which is the reserve
beyond the frontier village of Lachung en route
Yumthang valley. Sir JD Hooker, the famous botanist
who traveled through Sikkim in 1850 writes” the
banks of rivers between 8000 feet to 12000 feet in
altitude are covered by rhododendrons, sometimes to
the exclusion of near wooded vegetation. “There are
40 species to be found in Sikkim.

The tree line in Sikkim continues to 14,700 feet,
so Yumthang Valley at 11,800 feet is surrounded by an
alpine forest and white slush topped mountain. It
exudes irresistible charm when primulas and
rhododendrons carpet the valley floor. Yumesamdong
or (Zero point), about 24km from the valley brims
plentiful with the fragrance of the azellia, a plant
collected by the locals as incense.

The trail back to Chumthang is equally beautiful.
Our driver now shoots straight for the right bifurcation
for the uphill ride to Apple Orchard Resort in Lachen.

Lachen, meaning the Big Pass, is home to the
Lachenpas belonging to the Bhutia community of
Sikkim. The predecessors of the present day
inhabitants built the hamlet along the verdant slopes
setinresplendence against a backdrop of commanding
snow coated peaks, glaciers and rock cliffs.

(Yumthang Valley in bloom)

At an altitude of 8838 feet, Lachenhas only about
200 homes and is one of the 31 sites handpicked by
UNDP (United Nations Development Program) for
stimulating village tourism. It is Sikkim's most scenic
village effortlessly outdoing nearby Rabom, Chaten,
Talem, Yakthang, Samdong and Thangu.

(View of Lachen)

The following two days were spent exploring the
Chopta valley and taking the road to Gurudongmar
Lake.

Light mountain drizzle with occasional thunder
spotted the evening. We were jittery and nervous about
the morning weather and trip to Gurudongmar.

It cleared a bit in the wee hours and our driver was
ready to accelerate at 3:30 AM. Though May, it was
cold and the plan was to reach the lake by 8 AM. Our
idea was to stroll for 20 minutes and leave by 8:30 AM.
The last wheel out of the lake area is around 10 AM.

Just 20 minutes' drive from Thangu the last
village stands the Chopta Valley at 14,000 feet. The
distance between Lachen to Thangu is 30 kilometers
but takes close to 3 hours. The road is rough,
uncomfortable and jerky, but the terrain is beautiful
and you rise close to 4500 feet in this short span. The
green vegetation of the lower heights soon transforms
to Alpine terrain with canonical trees. Once, above tree
line, there are only bushes that bleak in to vast lands of

b o



the Tibetan Plateau. An hour from Thangu is the Army
check post, the last stop before the one hour drive up to
Gurudongmar Lake.

Beyond Thangu, our army men skirt the road with
tanks and other fire power. As the road steers to
Gurudongmar Lake; the landscape becomes more
barren. Thisis a cold desert.

In these seven days , sometimes lack of oxygen or
a casual storm, dangerous roads and fluctuating
weather drew my attention close to the comforts [ am
used to. I would ask why I preferred a vacation that
came with a docket for physical hardship?

AsIwalked away from this awe inspiring creation
hoping to behold this splash of calm splendor in my
inward eye forever, Icould only appreciate the bounty
of nature and the mesmerising gems it handed out
with every height I scaled !

I realized how important the summits were, but
even more rewarding was getting there! Truly, the
Gurudongmar Lake, pristine and placid at 17800 feet  journey shapes the destination.

Shravani Datta, BS MBA, works in a Leadership role in healthcare in Chicago. She has lived in
Europe, India and USA and has traveled extensively for both work and leisure.

Shravani began writing as a trainee journalist at the Telegraph News desk in Kolkata, where she
contributed in the business pages of the daily. She has written for other newspapers and participates
atthe local poetry forum in Naperville, IL.

She lives in Naperville, IL with her husband, Aniruddha Basu.
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Oregon Travel Experience

Saumen Chattopadhyay

It was on October 18th last year. The morning of a
rainy Saturday. [ looked through the window of my
hotel room at Cascade Locks, Oregon. Layers of cloud
sheltered on the sky the nature was in rainy mood. A
glimpse of “The Bridge of the Gods” through dense
fog looked mysterious. I didn't want to stay in the cozy
hotel room; my mind was treading on the mountains of
Oregon. Well, let me get out, I said to myself but no
camera, OK? I just remembered I forgot the rain jacket
for my camera let alone mine. I stepped out. The
Pacific Crest trail was just on the other side, nestled
inside a park. With dripping rainwater from my hat and
wet jacket I hiked on. It was a steep rocky trail
enveloped in mossy and tall pine trees. My footstep
seemed to be the only noise breaking the still silence of
the forest as it was waking up in twilight. I paid
attention to my footstep on the slippery trail with
uneven rocks while my senses immersed with the
enigma of Pacific Crest trail that spiraled up in the
mountain. | heard swift movements of deer and other
animals disturbed by the presence of a stranger in their
habitat. As the trail twisted at every turn the forest
became more dense and impenetrable. Bewildered by
the wilderness I started feeling the presence of an
intangible being silently watching my movement in
his kingdom. It was an uncanny atmosphere where
nothingness surrounded all living being the flora and
fauna of the forest. I was completely drenched but
continued on my voyage with a keen desire to see the
unseen.

Then appeared a valley at the end of the forest. |
noticed the sign of “Dry Creek Falls” with an arrow
pointing toward the beginning of another forest. |
remembered the saying “you can't stay one corner of
the Forest waiting for others to come to you. You have
to go to them sometimes”. I marched on with my
curious mind having no fear of moving into
unknowns. The trail became more treacherous with
steeper slope. I forgot how long I hiked nor I had any
desire to check the time on my cellphone. The notion
of time appeared to fade away in my mind with a
feeling that the “clearest way into the Universe is

through forest wilderness”. I didn't want to remember [
belong to a civilized world! I lost my soul inside the
soul of the forest. And then a sudden noise of footsteps
altered my hearing sense. It was an oftbeat sound
beyond the realm of my expectation. Who could it be?
The noise got more prominent and I was awe-stuck
with the sudden appearance of an unearthly masculine
figure with bald head running down the trail. I
somehow held myself back in the corner to let him
pass. He was running at a lightening speed and when [
looked back, he disappeared. I tried to hear his fading
footsteps, but no vein. When I gained my senses back I
looked at the trail behind and it seemed humanly
impossible to decent while running without the risk of
falling down on the forest floor. Who was he? I asked
myself.
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I did reach Dry Creek Falls nestled in the
mountain and it was an inexplicable experience.
I was perplexed by the sight of the stranger
not being able to grasp his supernatural, wind-like
decent on a very steep slippery Pacific Crest trail. It
baffled me so much. I asked the localites but no one
could provide a plausible answer while one said

AN s
—

“strange things happen in the deep forests of Oregon
mountains”.

The next day was sunny and I climbed up the
same trail to take a few shots of Dry Creek Falls. I
aspired to meet that “unknown” once again, but he was
not present for an unknown reason.

Chicago, IL
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